en en ee are 


rk StL7t Th, cas Pa aad 
j 


v ; 


ui 


RINTER'S DE 


¥e "Le 


4 
’ 


by Lois Graden Laycook, Sr. 


iss sh ads = water 3 SIS is Bt OR PN cath bbe bs A) 


PRINTERS DEVIL 


“Truth Is § tranger Than Fiction,” 
The Names are Real. 


by Lois Graden Laycook, Sr. 


Es 


Published By 
LAYCOOK PRINTING COMPANY 
Jackson, Tennessee 38301 


Dedicated 
to the Memory of 
OVIE GROSS LAYCOOK 
1900 - 1971 


The Only Sweetheart I Ever Had 


Copyright 1971 by 
Laycook Printing Company 
All Rights Reserved 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


from Volume II 
Family and Personal History 
of Tennessee 
(Lewis Historical Publishing Co,, Inc, 1960) 


Since 1943, Mr. Laycook has served on the board of directors of 
the National Bank of Commerce of Jackson, While he has never 
sought nor accepted candidacy for elective office, he was appointed 
by Mayor George Smith to membership on the Jackson Municipal- 
Regional Planning Board in 1958, He also served as foreman of the 
Madison County Grand Jury for four years under Judge Frank John- 
son, and for two years under Judge Andrew Tip Taylor. A director of 
the Jackson Retail Credit Association, he served as its president for 
two terms, For many years he has been a director of the Jackson 
Young Men's Christian Association, and served five years as its presi- 
dent, He was a director of the Southern Area Board of the Associa: 
tion for several years, Mr, Laycook is also a director of the Tennessee 
Board of Mental Health, During the World War I period, he aided in 
the program of the American Red Cross, made public addresses in 
the interest of war bond sales, and served as air-raid warden, Lois 
Laycook served as a director of the Jackson-Madison County Cham- 
ber of Commerce, 1957-58 and was awarded a Distinguished Service 
Award for aggressive, forthright leadership and faithful attention to 
duties in building a better community, 

A friend of organized labor, Mr, Laycook has been a member of 
Jackson Typographical Union No, 24, AFL-CIO, and has had contin- 
uous good standing in this local since 1923, He has taken a full and 
constructive part in the organizational life of his city, In 1936 he 
founded a Public Speaking Club, drawing its membership among the 
community's business and professional men, He is an honorary mem: 
ber of the Jackson Police Department, Affiliated with the Knights of 
Pythias, he is a member of Launcelot Lodge No, 13, and has served 
in all official stations, including that of chancellor commander, He 
has also held all offices in Lodge No, 192, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, of which he is past exalted ruler. He is @ member of 
the Jackson Golf and Country Club, A charter member of Centra 
Church of Christ in Jackson, he served for many years as a deacon, 
and taught a Sunday School class composed of young people of high 
school age, 
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Chapter 1 


TO BEGIN WITH | WAS BORN 


According to the family record in Mother's Bible, Lois Graden 
Laycook was the first born to Bettie Roark Laycook and Henry 
Lafayette Laycook. The date was August 14, 1901, 

According to the New York Times printed that day, | entered into 
a troubled world with problems similar to present day turmoils, Five 
men laughed and joked as they robbed a train in Indian Territory in 
Oklahoma, All the steel mills were closed down by strikes, The Wa- 
bash Railroad scheduled to enter Philadelphia had been delayed due 
to a freight blockade in Kansas, The waitresses had walked out in the 
hotels in Spokane and had been replaced by millionaires, Collusion 
and blackmail were orders of the day. In Narraganset, the home of 
the inventor of Ocean Telephony had been ransacked, evidently in 
search of secrets, In New York a driver of an automobile had been 
arrested for speeding and reckless driving when he turned his auto- 
mobile over, traveling at the unheard of speed of twenty miles an 
hour, 

| was born in a log cabin in a remote section of Carroll County, 
Tennessee, with a setting so similar to that of Abraham Lincoln, my 
father fully expected me to become President some day, He saw to it 
that | learned to split rails, rive boards, clear new grounds and all the 
other chores required in Lincoln's day, Mother intervened when she 
said she would rather have me right than president, 

Younger than Lois Graden were five sisters, Lora, Letha, Lila, 
Luerin and Leola, Mother and Father were devout members of the 
Church of Christ and taught us the fundamentals well. After a hard 
day's work looking after six children she always read a chapter in her 
Bible before retiring, She taught us among other things that we 
should never marry outside of the Church, “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together as the manner of some is.” She lived to see us all 
married in the same faith, except Lora who was never able to find a 
husband that measured up to her standards, She has devoted her life 
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to teaching Others in the faith, She has been for many years in charge 
oho Halt Fret Hardean College, at Henderson, Tennessee 

| rave NO recollection of our moving to a farm on the Huntingdon 
= Lexington dirt road, The neighborhood is now known as Mid: 
Way. The thing | remember most about the farm was it was mostly 
wilderness that had to be Cleared, | was taught very early how to pull 
4 Cross-Cut saw as father and | cut logs for the sawmill and cleaned up 
NeW grounds for cultivation, One who has never plowed new grounds 
among Nags, roots and stumps has missed a lot. You would be 
surprised how much such experiences increase your vocabulary, Be it 
lc in the early part of the nineteen hundreds, Ahi farm 
ye | dl = il of. No gasoline engines—everything horse or 
winter In sum i ‘ cole jb than and milking cow in 
hoses sui t Hl oa ae brains out trying to fight off 
down by ite Bs @ ad no etigeration We constructed a milk box 
Mik tra i . to keep the milk fresh for the children to drink, 
‘ ta utter was the main diet, along with fresh vegetables 
aan iy fora large family father used every possible 
night acid the = children to have good educations that they 
joats after we fi ; gery of farming, We raised cattle, hogs, and 
Was to ride ar : Ya the farm fenced, Oe of my early duties 
caving Ound the pasture fence on horseback to look for the 

Y COWS and to get the goats loose that had gotten their horns 


Caught in the wire fence. tryi 
, HTYINg to graze on sa 
Qrass Was greener graze on the other side “where the 


We always cultivated a large truck 
watermelons, cantaloupes, anything that 
a week we hitched the old bay mule t 
Huntingdon {0 peddle whatever produce 
Sometimes we butchered a pig, or a cal 
milk, butter and £995 to sell for money 
Beck” and | were doing right well wit 
small hotels and residences of Huntin 
began to feel the effect of competition, The town marshal contacted 
me and informed me that a license to peddle must be obtained, If | 
continued without one, | would be arrested, | 

| couldn't afford a license and there | was with a load of perishable 
produce and no money for a license, | drove to court square and 
contacted Mr. Wesley Williams, the County Court Clerk, He ruled 
that if we produced everything on our own farm a license was not 


patch for fresh vegetables, 
could be eaten, About once 
0 the buggy and | drove to 
We could get along without, 
f, We usually had plenty of 
to buy sugar and flour, “Ole 
h this operation, serving two 
gdon until the local merchants 
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required, He told me to proceed with my peddling and if the marshal 
said anything else, tell him to see the Clerk, This was a great relief for 
a lad of twelve years and renewed his determination to make this 
venture a success, That was sixty years ago and Mr, Wesley has long 
since gone to his reward, but | remember it as vividly as if it had 
happened yesterday, much better than things that happened last 
week, 

Another venture in which father was involved was a gristmill, for 
grinding corn into meal, a sawmill and cotton gin, Saturday was the 
day set aside for grinding corn into meal, Folks within a five mile 
radius shelled their corn, emptied it in a meal sack, threw it across a 
mule’s back brought the “turn” to mill, Usually it was an all-day 
chore, The grinding was on a first come first served basis. The mill 
got a “toll-box” of shelled corn per bushel as pay for the grinding, 

While waiting for the meal the time was spent in swapping pocket 
knives, telling jokes, arquing politics and religion. In my tender years, 
| got the idea the world was on the verge of falling to pieces and used 
to wake up every morning and run to the window to see if it was stil 
there, Uncle Felix Crider was predicting back then that the world 
would be destroyed in a war between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants. 

All three of the mills were pulled by one large steam engine, 
propelled by a steam boiler, | tried to be of assistance in watching 
the steam gauge pressure and firing the boiler if the pressure began to 
go down, The rough slabs from the logs of the sawmill were used to 
stoke the boiler. During ginning season | helped unload the cotton 
into baskets by hand and carry it to the ginstand or if overcrowded, 
place it ina stall to be ginned another day. The suction system for 
unloading cotton was unheard of then, Sometimes | was allowed to 
run the press that compressed the lint cotton into bales. | was always 
fascinated by all kinds of machinery and father always cautioned me 
about the dangers to watch for, like stepping over a moving belt, | 
saw what happened to a dog that tried it. Also | was cautioned about 
loose clothing that might get caught and drag me in, | was warned to 
never go near the big circle saw. 

In spite of my many youthful activities | found time to play in the 
huge sawdust pile or wallow in the cotton, | loved to fish in the creek 
that bounded the farm on the South, In summer the old swimming 
hole was a very popular gathering place for boys in the neighborhood 
on Sunday afternoons, Many times | have lain in the sun until my 
hair dried because | had been told to stay out. “Never go swimming 
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until you learn to swim.” In winter | was able to earn a little extra 
spending money trapping rabbits for which | was paid fifteen cents 
each, dressed, | used box traps which were made of wood, placed at 
strategic places about the farm, | used to get up at four o'clock and 
work my traps by lantern light in order to get to school by eight, 
walking two miles, frequently in rain or snow, All in all, as | recall 
my youth it was a happy one, In those days people who like to work 
could have a hilarious time, 

As soon as | was old enough to plow | joined the Carroll County 
Boys Corn Club which was sponsored by the University of Tennessee 
Extension Service, Each boy had an acre of corn and competed for 
valuable prizes, The first two years every boy in the county had a 
higher yield, | sent a specimen of soil to the Wast Tennessee 
Experiment Station for an analysis, The report came back, ‘“This soil 
needs everything except sand,” 

The following year | rented an acre of ground from my 
Grandfather Laycook and rode a mule two miles each way every 
week to plow my acre of corn. This ground was heavily fertilized, 
and | won several prizes, one of which was a railroad pass to the 
Farmers Institute at the West Tennessee Experiment Station at 
Jackson, | felt very mature when | rode the train for the first time, 

On the last day of the Institute after | had spent all of my money 
for popcorn and milkshakes, it was announced that before my pass 
was valid to return home it must be signed by the management of the 
Experiment Station, and a fee of one dollar paid. | had to pawn my 
No, 2 Brownie box camera for enough money to buy a ticket back 
home, That camera was never redeemed, | learned a great deal at the 
Farmers Institute, chief of which was that “all that glitters is not 
gold,” and “things are not always what they seem," 
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Chapter 2 


READING, WRITING AND ARITHMETIC 


Facilities for acquiring an elementary education were little better 
than in Abraham Lincoln's day, but far short of modern day oppor- 
tunities, We lived in a community in which there were four one- 
teacher school houses in a radius of three miles, Some of these 
schools had five months of school in winter, after crops were harvest: 
ed, while some had two months in summer, after crops were laid-by; 
then three months in winter after harvest, Father figured a way for 
me to get a total of seven months of schooling, Go to a school with 
two months summer school, then for the winter term transfer to one 
that had all five months in winter, When the weather was favorable, 
Mother packed my lunch box and | walked to school, After the 
winter weather became disagreeable | put my saddle on a horse anc 
with books, lunch box and six ears of corn for my horse in my saddle 
bag, | was off to school regardless of weather conditions, 

| still shudder when recalling those early days of school, Due to 
larger, unruly boys, most communities preferred men teachers, 
However, some of the lady teachers were fully capable of handling 
most any situation that might arise, On the first day of school the 
teacher read the rules, setting forth in great detail what was expected 
of the pupils along with a list of things they must not do, and the 
penalty that would be applied for any offense that might be commit: 
ted, Sending a boy out after a four-foot switch, then standing him 
up in front of the whole school and wearing it out on him was 
routine procedure, Parents backed the teacher in those days, They 
took the position that if you got a whipping, you needed it, and were 
likely to give you another one when you got home, |f the school 
bullies found out you wouldn't fight they made life miserable, and if 
you undertook to defend yourself in a fight, the teacher rarely tried 
to find out who started the fight but just whipped everybody in 
sight, Reading and Writing and Arithmetic were truly taught to the 
tune of a hickory stick, 


[11] 


After my primary education in the one-teacher schools was com: 
pleted, | attended a private boarding school at Huntingdon, five miles 
from our farm home, | rode a horse there and back each day—ten 
miles through rain, sleet and mud. Father paid my tuition with farm 
produce to supply the tables of the dormitory of the old 1.T.S. | shall 
always remember Edgar Robinson who had a room in the dorm, 
When the weather was too severe for me to commute on horseback, 
he used to bed me down in his room until the weather moderated 
sufficiently to resume my horseback ride, Edgar later became a Meth: 
Odist minister and for many years was in Public Relations at Lam: 
buth College, He passed away in 1968, His memory will always be 
revered, 

| had to leave home real early in order to reach school by opening 
time, In dismounting one morning, in my rush to be on time, the seat 
of my trousers came in contact with a nail in the gatepost, com: 
aletely removing the seat of said trousers, | was frantic, and it was 

ime for school to open. | had solved many difficult problems but 

his was a new dilemma, | decided to enter the English class with my 
topcoat on and after class ask to be excused to see if | could talk 
some merchant into selling me some trousers on credit, which in 
itself was challenge enough. | have forgotten the name of my English 
teacher but she was of German descent. She took the position that a 
topcoat in class was stupid and asked that it be removed, The reason 
| preferred to keep my topcoat on was immediately obvious to the 
entire class and a hilarious situation developed at my expense, When 
the principal heard about it, the teacher was called into his office and 
instructed to find out the reason, the next time a boy came to class 
with his overcoat on, 

About this time the first public high school in Carroll County was 
constructed at Clarksburg, Tennessee, Father decided the only way 
he would be able to give six children a high school education would 
be to sell the farm at Midway and purchase one near Clarksburg, 
After much searching he finally found one he thought he could pay 
for, known then as the Priest Prichard farm, about one-half mile 
from the new high school, Then came the herculean task of moving 
five miles in mid-winter with a small team of mules and a wagon, on 
dirt roads and mud axle-deep, When we got a load up the Dollar Hill 
we always felt a great relief, It took months to complete the task of 
moving feeds, live stock, household furniture, and finally the family, 
When we arrived we found that Mr, Pritchard had celebrated their 
leaving for Oklahoma with a big old-fashioned dance and the entire 
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floor of the big log house had collapsed and seated the entire com: 
pany in the big basement below, then known as the wine cellar, So 
our first chore was to raise the floor back in place before we made 
Our first crop on the new farm, Everybody had to work at our house 
to keep body and soul together, with eight mouths to feed, There 
was cotton to chop, crops to gather, cows to milk, butter to churn, 
fencing and many other chores too numerous to mention, We tried 
everything that offered any chance of succeeding, which usually end- 
ed in either mediocre success or complete failure, Most every year we 
faced a crop failure sometime during the year from floods that 
threatened to drown out the bottom land or drought that was burn: 
ing up everything, All my young life | fully expected to starve any: 
time, any year, 

In an effort to help pay my own way, | tried several ventures on 
the side, after crops were made, including photography, then in its 
infancy, | managed to acquire a camera and developing supplies and 
constructed a make-shift dark room in one end of the hall. | traveled 
on horse back to make school group pictures mounted, at a dollar 
each, When Tom Bridges, who was the largest man in the commu: 
nity, obeyed the Gospel at Williams Chapel and was baptized in 
Phillips’ pond, | got a good picture of the scene and the demand for 
these pictures was brisk for awhile, 

Leonard Simmons had paid his way through school selling gasoline 
irons at $4.95 each. All he had to do was demonstrate it and every 
household would buy one, he said, It was the first improvement in 
the old-fashioned flat iron that had to be heated on a stove or in an 
open fireplace, After the market for this novel iron had been satu- 
rated he was able to trade his agency to me for my photographic 
equipment and | was off to get rich selling a product every woman 
wanted, However my career as a gasoline iron salesman was short 
when on my first call the iron exploded and came near to burning 
the house down. The demand for this iron went through a sort of 
shrinkage period, leaving my morale at a very low ebb. It seemed 
everytime it rained soup | was always caught with a wire basket and a 
fork, 

Finally Father was able to acquire a small acreage with a little 
better house, This place joined our farm and the house was located 
within a hundred yards of the back door of the new school building, 
which helped a great deal in getting six children to school on time, 
Brother Claude Hall was the first principal of the new school, He was 
also a Church of Christ minister and later served on the staff of 
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Freed-Hardeman College for many years, Mr, Hall owned the first 
automobile that came to Clarksburg, It was a Ford with a shiny brass 
radiator, the model that preceded the Model T Ford, | was glad to 
assist him in keeping the car cleaned and shined just for an occasional 
ride, He was glad to have me along to help push the car when it got 
stuck in a mudhole or a dry sand bar, which it frequently did, In 
those days cars had to be hand-cranked to start the engine, Some: 
times when they backfired you might get a wrist broken or get 
kicked off the hill, 

Brother Hall was the kind of teacher whose lessons stayed with 
you throughout life, As long as he was at Clarksburg he taught an 
evening Bible Class that was regularly attended by fathers and 
mothers as well as children, During his administration | was appoint: 
ed janitor and caretaker of the school grounds which gave me some 
much needed spending money, 

Brother Hall was succeeded by Professor W. L. Denton, He did 
some preaching on Sundays, In addition to his teach ing duties he also 
soached the boys’ basketball team, We played on outdoor cinder 
| lurts, many times in freezing weather, Gymnasiums and knee pads 

d not been invented and basketball was played largely by football 

chniques, In theory we had a good team, Nothing wrong with the 

am except we generally lost, We were taught sportsmanship and 
how to be good losers, “It's not whether you won or lost, it's how 
you played the game,” 

The thing that impressed me most about Mr. Denton was his 
chapel lectures, “You can be anything you want to be,” he said, 
“Just hitch your Wagon to a star and concentrate on the thing you 
want to become,” Is it as simple as that?, | wondered, | decided then 
and there to either prove or disprove that theory, | had long had a 
certain secret ambitious plan as to what | wanted to do with my life, 

Another source of inspiration to me in this Critical period of my 
life, were these lines by Thomas Edison: 


“Always be interested in whatever you undertake, or may be 
doing for the moment, Dismiss from your mind everything else 
but the one thing you are doing at the time, and think only of 
that thing in all its bearings, and master it, Don’t mind the 
Clock, but keep at it, and let nature indicate the necessity of 
rest, After resting, go to work again with the same interest, The 
world pays big prices for the man who knows, | 

“To accomplish things, there must first be an idea that the 
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thing is possible; then the watchword must be to try; and keep 
on trying with enthusiasm and a thorough belief in your ability 
to succeed, If you are convinced that a certain thing can be 
done, never mind what the world says; experiment, and never 
give up. 

“Forget entirely the word disappointment. Failures, so 
called, are but finger posts pointing out the right direction to 
those who are willing to learn, So far as | can see, these princi- 
ples have influenced me in the years that have passed,” 


After Edison had conducted a thousand experiments trying to 
develop the incandescent light, all of which had failed, he said he was 
not discouraged, ‘I now know a thousand things that won't work.” 

Thomas Edison's life of hard work was a great source of 
inspiration to the youth of America, He exemplified such fine 
qualities as perseverance, tenacity and determination, so necessary in 
achieving life's goals, He had a theory that most people sleep too 
much, Short nap periods spread out over twenty-four hours kept him 
refreshed. When he became tired he merely lay down in his 
laboratory for a short nap, When he was thrown off the train as a 
“news butch” because his laboratory exploded in the baggage car, he 
must have hit the ground running. Four-day work weeks are not 
likely to produce any more Edisons, 


The first auto that 
came to Clarksburg, 


The famous Model T, 
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Chapter 3 
THAT PRINTER'S DEVIL 


As long as | can remember | wanted to be a printer. Since the idea 
| could be anything | wanted to be had been drilled into me, all | had 
to do was hitch my wagon to a star, | studied the old Washington 
Hand Press illustrated in my U, S, History textbook for hours, | read 
everything | could find concerning the life of Benjamin Franklin. | 
read and reread his Autobiography, | was fascinated with his experi- 
ence when he landed in Philadelphia with just enough money to buy 
three loaves of bread and how the girl who later became his wife 
laughed as he passed with a loaf under each arm while he munched 

he other. | studied his Poor Richard Almanac sayings which led to 
~Ayco0k's Wise and Otherwise”, a feature which has been published 
ily in the local paper for some thirty years, without missing an 
ue, 

My childhood print shop was an old piano shipping box behind 
the smoke house, where | worked hour after hour setting rubber type 
in a Sine rubber stamp holder, Then | Noticed a “rotary” press 
advertised in a mail order catalog for $4.95, | robbed my piggy bank 
and ordered it, | had expected to take the mules and wagon to the 
freight depot at Huntingdon to move this machine in preparation for 
starting a paper, It came by express and my uncle brought it to me in 
his overcoat pocket, It was rotary with eight lines that held rubber 
stamp type, This was a disappointment that might have ended my 
career as@ printer, But it didn’t; | just “hitched my wagon to another 
star,” 

After we moved to Clarksburg | was able to order a 5” x 8” 
Excelsior hand press which used standard hand:set foundry type. | 
made my own type case and set up shop in the attic of our home, 
Now | was in business, | was equipped to print simple schoo! pro- 
grams, hand bills, cards, noteheads and envelopes, 

| worked one summer asa printer's devil for Mr, Buck Gilbert who 
was editor of the “Carroll County Democrat,” He paid my board at a 
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boarding house. In those days the weekly paper was all hand-set from 
the type cases, while perched on a high stool. Some of the more 
skilled printers could set a column of straight newspaper type in a 
half-day, After the paper was printed and the type washed with lye 
to remove the dried ink, the type was distributed back in the type 
case to get ready for next week's edition, It fell the lot of the 
printer's devil, now usually called among other things the apprentice, 
to take care of this work, 

In initiating me as a Printer’s Devil, Harry Darling who was the 
Journeyman under whom | served, had his own ideas about appropri- 
ate ceremonies. | was sent to the “Tennessee Republican” printing 
office, of which Bob Green was editor, to borrow such things as 
left-handed monkey wrenches, paper stretchers, et cetera, | chased all 
over town trying to retrieve these items before | decided my “‘leg was 
being pulled” and went to the picture show to spend the afternoon. 
When Thursday came, the day to put the big chases of all handset 
type to bed, | was instructed on the importance of the ink being wel’ 
kneaded before placing it in the fountain of the big drum cylind: 
press. The only way to accomplish this was by rolling up my slee 
and getting with it, until all the ink in the drum was hand-kneaded, 
presume this was to get the printer's ink well into my blood. The 
next morning when | greeted Harry Darling, | was singing, ‘I'll be 
glad when you're dead, you rascal you.” 

During my work that summer | found a discarded 7” x 11’" Pearl 
platen press that was foot-powered by kicking a treadle, | talked Mr, 
Gilbert into selling me this old press on credit and moved it to my 
attic shop at Clarksburg. After ordering some additional fonts of 
type | was able to expand my operation considerably, | rode the 
train to solicit printing in towns along the N.C. & St. L. and the 
L.&N, Railroads, Then worked nights to get the work out and again 
caught the train to deliver and collect for it, . 

| think | was about sixteen when Professor Denton succeeded 
Professor Hall, as Principal of Clarksburg High School. It seems Mr. 
Denton had been a printer with a great deal of experience to his 
credit, He saw great possibilities of enlarging my plant. He had 
enough business connections to keep the work coming in all the 
time. He knew of a bankrupt print shop at Paris, Tennessee, owned 
by a Mr, McElroy, who had closed the print shop and had a job as a 
city mail carrier. Mr, Denton and | caught the train and journeyed to 
Paris, Tennessee, to inspect the shop, It consisted of a large 14x20" 
Gordon, hand-fed, platen press and a large assortment of hand-set 
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foundry type, most of which was tied up in standing jobs. Mr, 
McElroy agreed to let the entire shop go for three hundred dollars, 
which seemed a very low price even in that day. 

Mr. Denton thought if | could raise the money we could repay it 
in a short time and have a steady income, He would assist in anyway 
he could, Father was sold on the great opportunity and was able to 
borrow the money, which we thought could be repaid in a few 
months, 

How wrong | was when | thought we could move this shop from 
Paris to Clarksburg, making one round trip with a wagon and a small 
team of mules, It required two days each way to make the trip over 
crooked dirt roads, in dry weather, Father had a cousin who lived 
about half-way between the two towns. It was convenient to stop 
and spend the night with him each time, It seems back then most 
folks enjoyed distant relatives barging in to spend the night. They 
put us and our team up for the night, fed us, then we ate water- 
melons and talked until bedtime about olden times. The next morn- 

ng at dawn we were on our way, The second night when we reached 
aris, we slept inside the shop on the floor. We had some hard boiled 
jgs and streak-o-lean side meat in reserve, along with a few ears of 
corn for our team, 

The next morning when we started to load, it dawned on us we 
would be unable to carry this equipment at one load. We would have 
to return for the Old Gordon Press, It took about five days each trip 
to move this plant, an experience | shall never forget. 

| was unable to get this shop upstairs to my attic quarters and was 
forced to rent a side room along side of Will Brandon's general mer- 
cantile store, Since the village had no electric power then, | had to 
look for a second-hand gasoline engine to furnish power for the big 
platen press, Then while waiting for the jobs to start pouring in, | 
worked on getting the shop in order, distributing the ‘dead forms’ 
back in their respective cases, much of which had become “pi.” Mr. 
Denton was able to secure a little work from merchants he owed, but 
they applied most of it by crediting his account. | had expected to 
have all the work | could handle without solicitation, About this 
time | began to realize that everything worthwhile had a fence 
around it and | had better unhitch my wagon from the star and start 
looking for the gate, Here | was in a town of three or four small 
country stores and a high school, in debt for a print shop that would 
do credit to a small city, with no more business than | handled in my 
attic shop. 
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| was terribly discouraged. Something had to be done. So | started 
traveling up and down the railroads, stopping at all the small towns, 
soliciting printing. | called on every business in the town before 
moving on to another, One day | got off the train at Trezevant, on 
the L.&N. Railroad. Trezevant was a small town but was made fa- 
mous by the Jeff J. Blanks Department Store that occupied a whole 
city block, the largest department store in a town of that size in the 
State. | called on Mr. Blanks and was courteously received, He told 
me all about his success as a businessman and | was ready to heed his 
advice, when he advised that | move my plant to Trezevant where 
there was a great need for a good print shop. He would be able to 
direct all the printing to me | could handle, He secured a frame 
building that had housed the first post office of the town, for my 
shop. This just couldn't miss, | could finish high school at Trezevant 
and support myself working after school, All the work | could handle 
without solicitation. So here we go again. Father was not up to 
moving the plant again, so he made a deal with John Hilliard, a noted 
professional logger. 

Mr. Hilliard was accustomed to moving heavy equipment. He put 
frame on a big log wagon hitched four big mules to it, and moved t 
shop in one load, scattering foundry type all the way from Clark: 
burg to Trezevant. After getting my shop in order, and prevailing on 
a paper company at Nashville to sell me fifty dollars worth of paper 
on open account, | was ready to be “snowed under” with business, | 
was able to get a few baseball handbills to print, and sold ads on a 
menu for the local restaurant. | called on the Blanks Department 
Store every day with no visible results; Finally the bookkeeper con- 
fided to me that | had selected the wrong bank to house my financial 
structure. | think | had about thirty dollars when | reached Treze- 
vant. There were two banks in the town, but Mr. Blanks owned 
controlling interest in the other one. 

My morale had reached the depths of despair. | was homesick and 
broke, | felt, more than ever, if it should rain soup | would still be 
holding that wire basket and a fork. 

The L.8N. railroad and the N.C. & St. L. railroad crossed at Mc- 
Kenzie, Tennessee, Between trains | used to find it necessary to lay 
over there, sometimes a whole day. Sometimes | whiled away the 
time at the “McKenzie Banner” printshop, and met Gilbert Yar- 
brough, who ran the paper for a Mr, Burkhalter. The Linotype type- 
setting machine had finally been developed and the Banner owned 
one of the first to come to a small town. | spent a lot of time 
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studying the mechanism of this machine, For sometime Gilbert had 
wanted to get in the printing business for himself, So | was able to 
sell him my Trezevant holdings, which he moved to McKenzie, | 
planned to go back to Clarksburg to finish high school, after which | 
would attend a trade school in New Orleans to train for a linotype 
machinist operator. The school had assured me there was more de- 
mand for operators than they could fill, In the course of my young 
life | have found many appropriate places to concede defeat, | must 
have been a chronic fanatic, If at first | didn’t succeed | not only 

tried, tried again,” but just kept on trying again and again and 
again Having been born about half way between Clarksburg and 
Huntingdon caused quite a bit of argument between the people of 
those two communities, The folks at Clarksburg contended | was 


born at Huntingdon, while the folks at Huntingdon maintained it was 
Clarksburg, 


The Laycook homestead located at Clarksburg, Tennesse, where the print shop 
in the attic was established, 
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Chapter 4 


THE GIRL OF MY DREAMS 


About the time the Henry Laycook family moved to Clarksburg in 
an effort to give the children a high school education, Marion Gross 
moved his family close by for the same reason. He had three chil- 
dren, two daughters, Ovie and Iva and one son, Alvis. Mr. Gross 
owned a large farm and was a very well-to-do farmer, | must have 
been about fifteen when | first began to pay some attention to Ovie. 
She was quiet, studious, and friendly, after | got to know her better. 
She made top grades and | found it necessary to frequently get her to 
help me with difficult assignments, which she seemed glad to do. 
found it convenient to sit by her in class, | was very timid, anc 
self-conscious because | could not afford good clothes, yet my admi- 
ration for Ovie began to close in on me. | wondered if she would 
accept a boy of my social stature, as one she would want to be seen 
out with, | just had to try. So | finally summoned enough courage to 


The Gross homestead at Clarksburg, Tennessee, 
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ask a mutual friend to try to get a date for me, The answer was Ves 
and | was on my way to call on the little freckled face girl on the hill. 
\t wasn’t necessary to knock on the door when | arrived, Ovie could 
hear my heart pounding before | was half-way up the ill. Then came 
life's most embarrassing moment—after | was ushered into the parlor 
and dropped into a chair, both me and the chair collapsed into a 
heap on the floor. a 

After the ice was broken, my timidity began to slowly dissipate 
and | became @ regular caller, We attended all of the high school 
plays, basketball games or just anything that furnished an excuse to 
be together. Ovie was an accomplished pianist, | was captain of the 
basketball team, as well as active in debating, | also played leading 
parts in the school plays, On one occasion, as @ gag, Our literary 
society put Ovie and me on program for a piano duet, knowing full 
well that | didn’t know one note from another. We were equal to the 
oocasion though, we spent Sunday afternoons in the parlor, “‘spoon- 
ing” and practicing my piano lessons, Ovie taught me to carry my 
part by memorizing the keyboard, So when the night came for our 
appearance for a piano duet, we successfully rendered Missouri 
Waltz” and for an encore we played “Beautiful Ohio.” The audl 
ence didn't know my repertoire was exhausted because we declined 
to respond to the second curtain call, Before the automobile age 
there was not a lot for young people to do on Sunday afternoons 
except sit in the parlor or walk down to the cemetery adjoining the 
Gross plantation and among other things read the inscriptions on the 
tombstones, | 

During Brother Claude Hall's tenure as head of Clarksburg High 
School, a Bible Training Class was conducted each evening, Several 
young men who wanted to become preachers of the Gospel were 
regular in their attendance, Some were able to get monthly appoint- 
ments in small churches in a radius of ten miles of Clarksburg. In 
summer and early fall they got to their appointments by Model T 
Fords, When winter came and rain, sleet and snow set in the Fords 
were jacked up and put away until Spring came, | was able to pick up 
a little spending money in winter by hitching our two mules t0 4 
bugy and carrying the preachers to their appointments. 

One such trip that brings pleasant memories was one to cary 
Standley Jones to Christian Chapel, We spent Saturday night witha 
Mr, Bradfield, who was the grandfather of W. A. Bradfield, a well- 
known Gospel preacher and head of Public Relations, at Freed: 


Hardeman College for many, many years now, | think what | remem- 
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ber best about that trip was a long table loaded with good things to 
eat. After a four or five hour drive in freezing weather in mud axle 
deep, nothing revives one quicker than good hot food, 

All through life | have had many contacts with Bill and Hazel 
Bradfield. In my opinion there are no more dedicated Christians, 
Through the years our printing company has printed over eight mil- 
lion Gospel tracts for them and the first two editions of his Book of 
Sermons, Our firm has also enjoyed a fine volume of printing from 
Freed-Hardeman College. All of our dealings with these fine folks 
have been highly satisfactory, We consider them among our very best 
customers, 

Mr. Gross owned about the fifth Model T Ford that came to 
Clarksburg and Ovie and Ivy were taught to drive, The Model T had 
to be started by hand-cranking, which required a lot of brawn, as 
well as ingenuity, else it might kick you off the hill, The self-starter 
and demountable tire rim had not yet been invented. A tire patching 
kit was standard equipment in case you got a puncture out on the 
road, and you usually did, When a rain came up you pulled the side 
curtains from under the back seat and proceeded to install then 
while you got so soaked you really didn’t need them, If the rai 
persisted you next got the tire chains out and installed them before 
you could get up slick, clay hills, Ovie taught me to drive her father’s 
car. Many times in later life when | have criticized her driving in any 
way, | was asked to recall, “Who taught you how to drive?” 

One night Clifford Meals and | got up a trip to attend a school 
play at Westport, a little town about five miles away. Mr, Gross 
finally agreed to let his daughters go if, upon our word of honor, we 
promised to get them home by ten o'clock. It was ten o'clock before 
we left Westport. In the meantime a heavy rain had fallen at West- 
port, but none fell at Clarksburg, which made it very difficult for Mr, 
Gross to accept our story about how we got stalled on a slick, clay 
hill and had to wake a farmer nearby and talk him into harnessing his 
mules at midnight to pull the Ford up the hill. That story did have a 
hollow ring to it, but that's the way it was. Honestly! After that Mr, 
Gross seemed a little cool and at times downright chilly, 

As we reached high school my love for Ovie had grown to the 
point Mr. Gross thought the affair was getting out of hand, and it 
was time to terminate this “puppy love" affair, Besides he wanted his 
daughter to marry into a family of prominence, a criteria | could 
never fulfill. | was born into a proud but poor family. | was forbid- 
den to call on Ovie again or even write notes to her, 
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At the age of eighteen | was faced with the greatest challenge yet 
encountered, | decided | would not concede defeat without a fight, 
After completing the eleventh grade | decided to leave school and 
enter the Mergenthaler Linotype School in New Orleans, to train for 
a Linotype machinist-operator. After which | hoped to get a good 
job and steal my true love away as Juliet left with Romeo, 

It was @ sad day that Sunday in the Spring of 1920 when | left 
home and the only sweetheart | ever had, to face the realities of life, 
To keep a communication line open, Ovie and | arranged with Mrs, 
Hattie Smith, a neighbor, to receive Ovie's mail. Brother Alvis, who 
was about ten years old, then owned a beautiful little Shetland 
pony and secretly shuttled the mail-a pony express as it were, With 
the aid of Iva and Clifford | was able to spend the last few hours of 
my residency in Clarksburg with Ovie, They carried her for a ride in 
the Model T and picked me up on the roadside, When we passed 
through town | lay down in the floor of the car to avoid detection, 
So with the money Gilbert Yarbrough had paid me for my Trezevant 
printing plant | was off to do battle in a cold and cruel world. 

| reached New Orleans with barely enough money to pay the 
tuition for the course, and boarded in a cheap boarding house on 
Corondelet, near Lee Circle, The only pleasant memory | have of 
that boarding house was a statement made by a French lady who was 
late for breakfast: | used to be behind before, now I'm first at last.” 
That statement has been with me through all the years, 

There were no screens over the window in my room. Big mosqui- 
toes were plentiful and sounded like Piper Cubs during an air-raid. 
The only protection was mosquito netting which was formed into a 
sort of tent over the bed, | did have a wonderful view of the huge 
Mississippi River as it flowed on to the Gulf. The River had the 
appearance of being higher than the house tops as viewed from my 
window, Sometimes | ferried over and back on week-ends, As | re- 
member the cost for a round trip was about twenty cents, which 
seemed a bargain for such a nice boat ride, To pass the time on 
Sundays | spent a lot of time on Lee's Circle, just thinking and 
day-dreaming, 

| worked hard at the Linotype School, Professor Churchhill was a 
strict school master, He emphasized the importance of keeping the 
machines in good working order, but keep your “cotton picking 
hands” off of them when they are running good, We were required to 
dismantle a machine, clean it thoroughly and then reassemble it, We 
were taught how to make all necessary adjustments. We were given 
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some keyboard practice but were told to get well-grounded on the 
mechanism first, speed could be developed by lots of practice, After 
a hard day's work at school, | got a job on the night shift in a small 
print shop down on Canal Street. | hand fed a platen press eight 
more hours a day to pay for my room and board, Automatic presses 
had not been perfected then. Miller had a feeder made to work on 
the C. & P, Platen Press but it took two men and a boy to operate it. 

When | was ready to leave New Orleans | began looking for a gift 
to carry to Alvis, to repay him in some small way, for services ren- 
dered in the operation of the “pony express” the only line of com- 
munication left so far as Ovie and | were concerned. Knowing Alvis’ 
love for all kinds of weird pets, | decided on, of all things, a live baby 
alligator, This alligator was caged in a ventilated box and smuggled 
on the train. Everything went well until | reached Memphis, where it 
was necessary to change trains. In Union Depot he escaped from his 
box and went slithering among the crowd, which immediately dis- 
persed and left plenty of empty space in which to recapture him. 
Before the police arrived | had him back on the train and safely 
hidden in the washroom, 

After | had finished the Linotype course, Ovie and | arranged fol 
her to visit a friend at Henry Station and on my way back from New 
Orleans | would stop off and visit her for a few days before searching 
for a job as a Linotype operator. | was practically penniless. The lady 
who ran a little boarding house at Henry, needed her kitchen pa- 
pered, and it was agreed that | would work mornings for her to pay 
my board, and spend the afternoons and evenings with Ovie, When 
the boarding house lady found a live alligator in my room | almost 
lost my happy home. 

So far as | know Mr, Gross never knew about this arrangement. We 
had some loyal allies aiding and abetting in our love affairs, After a 
week with Ovie at Henry | slipped out to search for a job and fully 
expected to set the world on fire, 


“The Pony Express,” 


Chapter 5 


ATRAMP PRINTER LANDS IN JACKSON 


The demand for my services 45 a machinist-operator was not as 
Great as expected, The school had led one to believe that all | had to 
CO was to walk into a printing plant and say here | am and sit down 
i the keyboard. The first call | made on arriving in Jackson was to 
ee ala who along with his brothers, Charles and Garner, 
ate arge printing plant and office supply store. Mr. Mercer 
re A Plime, a large State contract to print the Public and Privat 
+ Sel needed an operator for the night shift, to meet 

eadline delivery, | was directed to the fourth floor to report for 
work, When the chairman of the chapel found | did not have a union 
card : refused to let Me gO to work, | offered to join the union, but 

i . is a first have to serve a five year apprenticeship and 

aia * : owed to Operate the Linotype until the last six 
they Laie The plant already had an apprentice 

pes = Only one for each five journeymen printers, 
vate i to a small weekly newspaper shop, located in 
hire Served @§ a greenhouse for a local florist. The only 
9 UIs print shop had plenty of, was light. It was a very small 
paper that came i: Now and then, operated by a Mr. Robertson and 

tw Mad an early Model K machine. which was in terr 
mechanical Condition, There was one font Hea : ee 
of Which either had the toes sheared or the ears bent, When line 
Was sent In you had to wait until it had time to distribute before you 
had enough “'s" in the magazine to se the next line, In the mean- 
time about Every two or three lines it was necessary to climb upon 
tala and ate the beat-up mats, Fortunately we had a 

week to get the litt 

aanriehee oe fis four page Paper out, about three-fourths 

Mr. Robertson offered me twelve dollars per week and my board, 
which | decided to aocent for the time being, while | looked for 
something more attractive, The Robertson family lived in the home 
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formerly occupied by the famous engineer, Casey Jones, who was 
killed in a wreck at Vaughn, Mississippi. This house is now the home 
of the “Casey Jones Museum,” | didn’t know then that Casey Jones 
once “slept here.” 

Mr. Robertson had several small children and we all shared alike in 
whatever food Mrs, Robertson was able to obtain, | did have a com- 
fortable bed. Most of the time they didn’t have the twelve dollars at 
the end of the week, We had Saturday afternoons off, and Ray 
Lasley, foreman of the Jackson Sun composing room, gave me some 
extra work on Saturday afternoons and nights, getting out the Sun- 
day's paper. The first world war had just closed and help was hard to 
find. | worked all night on Saturdays, “skinning turtles,” putting up 
leads and slugs, hand setting headlines and distributing the type back 
to their respective cases, The early model Linotypes were strictly 
straight matter machines. All display type was still hand-set, | was 
glad to work this sixteen hour stretch because | desperately needed 
the money, 

When | reported for supper one Saturday evening at the Robertson 
domicile, he had learned | was working at the daily Sun, | was told | 
was fired. He considered the local daily a competitor of his and ’ 
could not work for two papers, It didn’t take long to throw a few o 
Clothes in a suitcase and get out, but with no advance notice | he 
nowhere to move to, and it was time to report back to the Sun fo, 
the Saturday night work. So packing all of my earthly belongings, | 
carried my suitcase to work with me, After working until about four 
o'clock on Sunday morning, | felt the need to find a spot where | 
could take a short nap. | was too proud to lay down on a stack of 
papers at the Sun office and let my fellow workers know | was a 
tramp printer. | didn't object to the term “printer's devil,"" | consid- 
ered that an honor. 

The old courthouse, built in Civil War days was never locked in 
those days, so | slipped in and lay down on a bench for a short 
snooze. | was so tired after skinning “hot turtles” all night | could 
have slept anywhere, About the time | got settled a policeman 
tapped me on the shoulder and said no loitering would be allowed 
and | would have to move on. 

Then | remembered Mr. Robertson never locked the back door at 
the greenhouse shop, and since he owed me three weeks back wages, 

| felt justified in slipping in for a nap before sun-up. | was soon 
picked up again and was about to be charged with house-breaking, 
When the sun arose that Sunday morning | was still explaining my 
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plight to the police department, It seems Jackson had a very alert 
force in those days, under Chief Stegall. A lot of German spies and 
Subversives were operating in the country and all Suspicious charac- 
ters were checked, If they proved to be subversive they were either 
jailed or deported, | don’t know how or when we lost the power to 
deal with folks who advocate the overthrow of the government, Peo: 
ple who were unwilling to do their part when their country called, 
were known as “slackers.” Most people had a profound respect for 
the Star Spangled Banner and stood ready to defend it at any and all 
times. 

After checking out my story, | was released. | walked to Bemis, 
that Sunday morning, where my Uncle Gray and Aunt Exie Roark 
lived and spent that Sunday with them while planning my next 
move, My pride had suffered and | was discouraged but fully realized 
by now, “a winner never quits and a quitter never wins.” 

On Monday morning | called on Mr, Ed Mercer again to see if 
something could be worked out, He offered me fifteen dollars a week 
ie serving my apprenticeship on the floor and suggested that | 

‘actice on the Linotype keyboard at night working on the Public 

\" Private Acts and he would pay me for the type | set without the 
nowledge of the Union, This enabled me to brush up on my speed 
as Well as earn a little extra money, 

In those days Jackson was served with artificial gas and the pres- 
sure varied from time to time. The pressure was usually lowest 
around meal time, It was very difficult to keep the metal in the 
linotype hot at the proper temperature, Late one night the feeder 
that supplied melted metal to the pot, keeping it at the proper level, 
became clogged. It was necessary to swing it around and clean an 
accumulation of hot dross to get it back in proper operating condi- 
tion. After making the Necessary adjustments, | forgot to swing the 
feeder to operating position, When | sent in the first line the second 
elevator cam slammed against the feeder and broke the cam all the 
way across, 

Talk about life's darkest moment! | had broken a fifteen thousand 
dollar machine—nearly new-and by Union regulations was not sup- 
posed to even be there, | considered leaving town with no forwarding 
address, That would be the cowardly way out, | reasoned, | decided 
to call a Mr. Allen who operated a welding shop, and beg for assist: 
ance, He got out of bed, late at night, met me at his shop and welded 
the cam the same hour of the night, By daybreak | had the cam back 
in place and the machine in operation by the time the regular opera- 
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tor reported for work. | had grave misgivings about the matter, but 
felt some relief when the machine seemed to operate in a normal 
manner. Several months passed before Mr. Baird, who was the regular 
operator on this machine found the welded cam and suspected that a 
rebuilt linotype had been shipped into the plant instead of a new 
one, Since the machine was operating normally the subject was 
dropped. Mr. Baird was afraid to call it to the attention of the 
management for fear they might think he broke it. That was one 
time | was glad | kept my big mouth shut, It had always been my 
philosophy that it’s better to keep the mouth closed and be thought 
a fool than to open up and remove all doubt. 

At the end of my tenure as “that printer's devil’, | was fully 
qualified as an operator and initiated into the International Typo- 
graphical Union and issued a working card. | have been a member in 
continuous good standing for fifty years, Although retired now | still 
carry a working union card, 

| was behind schedule in getting Ovie to come with me, Things had 
not worked out as expected, Since we were forbidden to see each 
other, the suspense was unbearable for both of us. Of course we still 
had our “pony express” arrangement but that was all. | was able to 
rent a large unfurnished room beside the railroad track on Baltimore 
Street and purchased some much used furniture, an old kerosene 
stove that smoked like a locomotive, a cheap iron bed and a second- 
hand mattress. 


The Casey Jones Home—now the Casey Jones Museum, The Printers Devil slept 
here, 
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It was a bare room, everything you touched was blackened with 
smoke, Imagine carrying @ young bride into this kind of surround: 
Ings, when she had always lived in prosperous circumstances. It was 
the best | could do on fifteen dollars per week, plus what the Jacke 
son Sun paid me for Saturday night's work on the Sunday paper. 
Had | written this book then on how to support a wife on fifteen 
dollars a week it would no doubt have been a best seller, 

When | came to Jackson it was hard to find a bank that was willing 
a accept the paltry weekly deposits | wanted to make, | finally 
ound one Not as well guarded as the others and succeeded for a 
period of three years of being insulted by the teller every Saturday 
At the end of the three year period when | came to draw my rote 


| had an audience with the vice pres 
€ Vice president, wh : 
personally. , WhO wanted to insult me 


, 
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‘The Tumbled Down Shack by the Railroad Track." 


30] 


Chapter 6 


DO YOU TAKE THIS WOMAN? 


July 11, 1920 was D-Day. The strategy had been well planned. All 
accomplices had been briefed on their respective part in the plot. The 
Gross sisters had secured their father’s permission to attend a church 
revival that was in progress at Wildersville, Clifford, Iva's steady boy 
friend, was to drive the Ford. Alvis was to hide Ovie's suitcase in a 
certain hollow stump by the side of the road, to be picked up by 
Clifford sometime during the night. He called for the girls on Sunday 
morning to attend church, Instead they carried Ovie to Yuma to 
catch the train for Jackson. | never heard all of what Mr. Gross said 
to Clifford and Iva when they returned home without Ovie. He 
dressed to catch the next train to Jackson but at the last moment for 
some reason, dropped the idea, 

In the meantime, when | called at the office of the Madison Coun: 
ty Court Clerk to purchase a marriage license, | was informed | 
would need someone to vouch for me and to certify the bride was of 
age and that there were no objections to the marriage, That was the 
straw that broke the camel's back, | didn’t know anybody in Jackson 
| could turn to, who would be willing to falsify a little for me, | 
surmised this was a stall while the Clerk at Jackson contacted the 
County Court Clerk of Carroll County. Most everybody in Carroll 
knew something about the circumstances connected with our love 
affair. 

Then | thought of the Gran Douglas family at Lexington, Tennes- 
see, The Douglas children had attended school at Clarksburg and Carl 
was about our age and a classmate of Ovie's and mine. So | bought a 
ticket and got off the train at Lexington to solicit the aid of the 
Douglas family, as the mystery deepened, When | reached Lexington 
on Sunday morning, it was Sunday School time and Carl was already 
in class, | finally attracted his attention and got him out of class, to 
help me secure a Henderson County license to wed, It was almost 
time for the train Ovie was on, headed for Jackson. Carl and | rushed 
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down to get her off, | shall ney 
ment from the Douglas family 
luck would have i, the Douek 
that Sunday, which was a 
After a sumptuous lunch 


er forget the kindness and encourage: 
{0 two children, scared to death, As 
Ouglas family had their preacher for lunch 
ll we needed now to become man and wife. 


nd weiners, Ovie Was a go 
he occasion, She loved m 
elp me fight life's battle 


Anyway we could be toge 
tant, 


It took my father-in-la 
reconciled, and then he 
some better furniture 


W about three or four weeks to become 
a do enough for us. He bought us 
Which We desperately needed. He brought 
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Chapter 7 


THE DEVIL BECOMES A JOURNEYMAN 


After completing my apprenticeship | was finally initiated into 
Jackson Typographical Union No, 24, and issued a working card. | 
was assigned to a model 14 Linotype and became a full time machin- 
ist-operator. My wages were increased to forty dollars per week for 
forty-eight hours’ work, This was considered top wages in those days, 
Usually there was overtime work and | was still working Saturday 
nights on the Sunday paper, We were able to live a little better now, | 
began to look around for better living quarters, 

| found a little five-room bungalow on the corner of Wisdom and 
Pleasant Avenues, which | could purchase for about two thousand 
dollars, and which included an extra lot. | paid a modest a 
payment and assumed the indebtedness due on it. We rented three 0 
the rooms and lived in two. We grew fresh vegetables on the extra lot 


Our first automobile - a Ford coupe, 
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for table use, and Ovie canned the overflow for winter use, This place 
was Way out in the suburbs then, but is now in mid-town, 

After the indebtedness was paid on this property, | sold the lot 
with the house on it, and took a model T Ford coupe as the down 
payment, Then we borrowed enough money to build a new bunga- 
low on the extra lot we owned, We took great pride in our newly 
acquired automobile and | spent my spare time working on it to keep 
it in running order, Now we could visit Our parents at Clarksburg 
about every two weeks and bring back a load of food stuff from the 
farm, If a big rain fell over the weekend and the dirt roads had been 
worked, we left the car and caught the train back to Jackson, Then 
when the roads dried, we returned by train to pick up our car. 

When our new house was completed we moved in and Ovie and | 
did all of the painting ourselves, We arose early in the mornings and 
painted until time for me to report for work at the printing plant. 
Then again in the evenings until dark. Then after supper we worked 
On the inside painting, It took most of the summer and fall to 
complete the painting but we took great pride in our new home, 

It was here Lois, Junior was born, Don was born in a neat little 

ths veneer bungalow which we built on Hatton Street in 1930, the 
me year we built the first wing of our present printing plant. We 
duldn't afford @ hospital room, Both sons were delivered at home 
y the family physician, Ovie did all the house work, cooking and 
laundry, as well as caring for the babies, She reared them single- 
handed, While | struggled to save Enough money to establish our own 
printing business, She drove them to school, carried them on their 
Paper routes, to music lessons and Boy Scout meetings. She reared 
them to become high type citizens, They have risen many times to 
call her blessed, 

For a time | traded in real estate, buying, building and selling. 
After living at a place for two or three years, | was always able to sell 
it for a small profit, | Usually rented the property until | found a 
buyer. In 1928 | purchased a large lot within a block of court square 
for about three thousand dollars, with a dream of a building to house 
our future printing plant, In the meantime | collected four dollars 
per week rent on each shanty, Today this property is uptown, adja- 
cent to a new five million dollar civic center and houses the “est 
equipped small printing plant in the South,” 

In 1925 a fellow printer and | formed a partnership to enter the 
printing business, We thought by buying a bankrupt shop at Hender- 
son at a bargain, we could get started on a capital structure of four Or 
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five thousand dollars, At first we would cater to the smaller jobs we 
could hand-set until the volume was sufficient we could purchase a 
Linotype machine, | had saved my part of the money and my partner 
was sure he could raise his part. We rented an upstairs room in the 
Marks Building and proceeded to move this junk from Henderson. 
We had already given our employer a two weeks notice of our inten- 
tions. Then the picture darkened, my partner had not been able to 
raise his money and he would be unable to join me in the venture. In 
the depths of despair, | considered going and asking for my job back 
and losing the money | had already invested, Before doing this, | 
decided to talk my troubles over with Mr. Oliver Benton, president 
of a local bank. After hearing my story he said he thought | could 
make a go of the venture alone and proposed to lend me the neces- 
sary money to get the venture off the ground. 

There were many other disappointments along the way. With a 
few cases of handset type, a hand-fed platen press and a bench type 
paper cutter, it did not require a large sales volume to keep a plant 
like that busy, But doing all the soliciting, typesetting, press and 
bindery work, | had more snakes than | could kill. | began tu feel | 
had made a horrible mistake in going in business for myself and 
longed to get back on a linotype situation where | had no worries at 
the end of the day and didn’t have to wonder where the next meal 
was coming from, | made some inquiries for employment, but found 


Our home on Wisdom Street - Lois, Jr. was born here, 
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NO jobs open at the time, Thi 
| had found yet, 


an ai ready to concede defeat, aChurch of Christ preacher 
tian” @ monthl ea - day. He was editing The Primitive Chris 
Out. He pro 0 4 Paper and was looking for a printer to gett 
machine, a i a me finance the purchase of a Linotype 
aia for rine ee erent oni 
Edy sas move to larger quarters in the old Library Hotel 
to handle the relig #, Install additional equipment, hire more hel 
a puih xi re Most of the added equipment had to be 
aaa , SOME Of which were already obsolete, due to limited 
ities We got the new venture off the ground and oper 
to cease lit Smoothly, the “Primitive Christian” failed and had 
became necessar a 2 BIG ck of funds to pay the printing bill, It 
money to pa i i Issolve the silent partnership, and raise enough 
atte ie the indebtedness incurred, as well as acquire the 
Bike a ent partnership, Since the paper was the principal 
bushes to ving eee eae ot and Coa 
fered from the pape, ® Of work sufficient to offset the los 
ie es stock market Crash, when fortunes were 
be ain ihe un : Was inthe midst of a great depression, | had 
Operator and fer te It was necessary to dismiss my Linotype 
ride out the deore he Work myself nights and Sundays in order to 

By the een een itt 
honed Roan ies lease on the Library Hotel building had 
present plant di ad been approved for the first wing of our 
ae a @ lot previously acquired at Church, Sycamore 
both of i i veh the Korean War, Lois, Junior and Don, 
Pate 40 grown Up in the business, returned to the family 
oa a Since their return, the business has been expanded sev- 
We ie des more modern equipment has been installed. 
allt iil i letterpress and offset departments, including 

types of modern plate making and computer type setting, We have 
a fine group of loyal employees, many of whom have ben with us 
more than twenty-five years, In February of 1975 Laycook Printing 
Company will be fifty years old, We stil maintain the same slogan we 


adopted in 1930, “The ae 
cai best equipped small printing plant in the 


S was the best place to give up and quit 


36] 


| have devoted my entire life to the printing trade. | have put in 
many long hours nights, holidays and Sundays operating the linotype 
machines, estimating jobs or solving all kinds of problems. | feel now 
it was worth the effort. | am seventy years old now, enjoying my 
retirement, | get much satisfaction from having two fine sons 
thoroughly prepared to manage the family business. The Laycook 
employees are a great team and | predict a great future for the 
Laycook corporation, 

| feel a lifetime ambition has been fully attained, It is a source of 
much satisfaction to be able to report, ‘mission accomplished,” 


Our home on Hatton Street - Donald was born here, 
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Chapter 8 


FROM RAGS TO RICHES 


t's a long road that never turns.” In 1 early forties * 
possession of a book, Dale Carnegie’, "How to Win Frien 5 " 
influence People”, This was the firs book ever written dealing wi | 
the problem of getting along with other people. | was the a : 
copy number 1,167,512. The principles set forth in this boo ) F. 
the turning point of my career. It helped me solve ah 7 
biggest problems | had been facing all my life. This boo A 
how | was not fully taking advantage of my physical and me 
as got me out of a mental rut and gave me new wl 
My influence and prestige seemed to suddenly increase and | was . 
to get things done, | aoquired new customers which ra ae . 
my earning power. | became 3 better salesman and quit t é C 7 
plaining customers to go "where they never shovel snow. | becam 
better executive and was able to arouse more enthusiasm among my 


associates. 


Dale Carnegie and his honor students, 
(38] 


In reviewing the boyhood days of Dale Carnegie, | found his hard- 
ships very similar to my own, Born in Missouri, ten miles 
railroad, he had never seen a street car until he yas ty 
He knew all about the hard work connected with 
day—with hard luck always staring him in the face. Fl 
out the corn and hay crops, Year after 
cholera, When they had cattle and hogs f 
fell out of the prices, 


from 2 
elve years old, 
farming in his 
ods drowning 
year the fat hogs died of 
or the market, the bottom 


His struggle for an education also ran parallel to my own. Al: 
though board and room was available at a dollar a day in boarding 
school, he couldn't afford it. He had to milk the Cows, cut wood, 
feed the hogs, then commute on horseback each day. He had to 
study by a coal-oil lamp until his eyes blurred and he began to nod, 
Even when he got to bed at midnight he set the alarm at three 
O'clock during cold weather to get up and attend the young pigs to 
keep them from freezing to death, 

In spite of many defeats he had a determination that kept him in 
the fight. He entered speaking contests in College and practiced as h 
rode to and from school and then stood on a bale of hay and frus 
trated the cows and mules, with his great gusto, He became $0 dis. 
couraged he thought of suicide, Finally he began to win bis con: 
tests-all of them. Other students sought his help and were able to 
win also, 

After college Mr. Carnegie began teaching public speaking in the 
YMCA. Other YMCA’s in other cities heard about the course and he 
was in demand in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and later Lon: 
don and Paris. Business and professional men from all walks of life 
flocked to his courses in Effective Public Speaking, He taught them, 
the ability to think and talk on their feet was more important than a 
knowledge of Latin verbs or a sheepskin from Harvard, Dale Car: 
negie's career is a striking example of what a man can accomplish 
when he is obsessed with an original idea and afire with enthusiasm 
He said the way to conquer your fears is do the thing you fear unti 
you have a record of successful experiences behind you, 


“In the winter of 1941, | read an announcement that the Car Hegie 


course in Sales Training and Human Relations was coming to Mem 
phis, Tennessee and would be personally directed by Dale Carnegie, | 
immediately enrolled and for three weeks commuted cally by Grey: 
hound Bus, covering a distance of 170 miles to atten It was nevws 
sary to rise at five A.M., get to the printing plant by six, doa day's 
work, Then catch the four P.M. bus for Memphis HAVIN) Line LO 
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e fright | admitted it. 
the sessions | had to prepare my lesson on the way over. Sometimes If | had stage frig 


We were called on for five-minute extemporaneous speeches on va- "| feel like a long-tail cat in a room full of rocking chairs 

ious subjects, while being heckled by others in the group. It is Or| maha | 
surprising how much more eloquent a speaker can become when he is it gas whatal a tern ian, seh i or vi 
” oe the ae ded by several hundred people composed of sheep skin, you ene a ve The class colors a 
eae = insurance executives, preachers, black and blue and the class yel is, 

bankers, printers and teachers, Mr. Carnegie’s lectures each night a | 

Hi a acs eae aaa i "I find myself in the position of the firefly that backed into an 
orum, we ha 


* delighted to be here.” 
about eleven P. M, for the return trip to Jackson, arriving home electri fan, | am delig 
about midnight, grabbed a few hours sleep, attended to office 


ience i ks and stop 
b your audience in the opening remar 
eee pepe Maho Rens sche ale Ca ru ra the climax of your speech, you can wander 
ee tet te Eanes ont bi around at will in between and get by with it. hy oie 
$ are a few of the typical speec 
Afer this course | Organized a study class in public speaking which The oe bape pio 
net inthe evening, once each week, We had a dean of a college, have used many times 


merchants, teachers, lawyers, automobile salesmen, insurance execu 
tives and others, We secured textbooks and studied and practiced fr 
about three years, Some of the group along with myself were in 
demand for public addresses all over West Tennessee and North 
Mississippi, 

It became common practice for me, after the day's work at the 
plant, to travel fifty or seventy-five miles, for an after-dinner speech 
before civic clubs, ladies’ nights, teachers associations, bankers ban- 
quets, agricultural groups, labor groups, Chamber of Commerce 


meetings, school class addresses, junior-senior class banquets and 
others, 


This proved to be a short-cut to 
nected with this kind of activit 
Your audiences cannot avoid 
many have become customers 
not take up public speaking f 
some extra business along the 

It takes a lot of preparatio 
After a few failures and you 
experience when you are ab 


distinction, The publicity con- 
¥ pays off in more ways than one, 
associating you with your firm and 
Of long standing as a result, One does 
Or business reasons, but if you pick up 
Way YOu simply can't help it, 

N and practice to make a good speech 
have licked stage-fright it is an inspiring 
le to “warm up” your audience, This 


a 


Se nie sil ye ie ee oa 
isn't too difficult if you have something to say, | usually used an Pigeon Latte Se ee 
attention compeller something like: shan a) oh ato o ET: nm ingen 
‘My teacher used to emphasize that in public speaking, if you Our fire-safe home at 130 Fairm 
fe ina" , 
dont strike oil in twenty minutes you might as wel stop boring, 193 


(41] 
(40) 


Chapter 9 


WELCOME TO JACKSON NEWCOMERS 
(1945) 


Mr. Toastmaster, Newcomers, Ladies and Gentlemen: After dinner 
speaking is the art of diluting a two minute idea with a two hour 
vocabulary, It's the ability to make @ loud noise seem like a deep 
thought. 

There's a theory that when Daniel was cast in the Lion's Den, the 
reason the lions didn’t eat him was they had heard there would bean 
after-dinner speech, So they just went over in the corner and lay 
down, they preferred to go without dinner, 

There is no sweeter word in the English language than welcome, 
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Addressing newcomers to Jackson, 
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Just to feel that one is welcome and that he has a place to fill-a 
work to do—that he is wanted—and needed is one of the most satisfy: 
ing emotions known to mankind, 

| don’t know why the honor of extending this great big hearty 
welcome to you newcomers should come to me unless it’s to give 
you the viewpoint of an adopted son-of how Jackson treats her 
adopted children. Friends, Jackson treats her adopted children just 
like her own. You'll never know the difference, Wife and | have been 
residents of Jackson for something over 25 years. We have no com- 
plaint, Jackson has been good to us. We came to Jackson from Car- 
roll County flat broke. | was born about half way between Clarks- 
burg and Huntingdon—which has been the basis of a bitter dispute of 
long standing, Huntingdon claims | was born at Clarksburg and 
Clarksburg strongly contends it was Huntingdon, My doctor once 
told me that a fellow reared in Carroll County has a tremendous 
advantage, Carroll Countians are usually immune from starvation, he 
said, | would tell you more about Carroll County but there might be 
some Carroll County listeners in the radio audience and | might want 
to go home again, And besides, Carroll County is really @ good 
county to be from, 

| predict for you newcomers to Jackson, a full measure of success 
in a material way, The fact that you were able to find a place to live 
here is evidence that you are of rugged ancestry and have what It 
takes to succeed in the face of overwhelming difficulties, To those of 
you who have not yet found suitable quarters, the fact that you have 
not given up shows you don’t know when you are licked and with 
that spirit success is bound to crown your efforts, 

| noticed an ad in the Jackson Sun just the other night that read 
like this: 

"Couple contemplating marriage want an apartment, landlord in- 
vited to be best man.” 

| wish | could tell you that everything is peaches in Jackson, that 
it is the answer to your dream of Utopia, There's no point in trying 
to cover up our sins— you'll find our shortcomings sooner or later. 
I'm going to break down and confess that Jackson is not perfect. But 
on the average she's hard to beat. 

A leading evangelist held a revival here a number of years ago- 
which lasted about three weeks in which he preached his heart out 
with practically no visible results. The crowds were large and ap- 
parently very attentive but showed little inclination to be stirred to 
action, During the whole meeting one old brother very reluctantly 
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united with the church by transfer and that was all this soul-winning 
preacher had to show for three weeks of hard work. On the last night 
of the meeting in his farewell sermon he said Jackson was one of the 
finest cities he had ever known in most respects, The people are fine, 
they are friendly and hospitable, Except for one thing Jackson isall 
that anybody could want in a city, “I'm going to tell you what that 
one thing ls” he said, “You people are too self-satisfied with Jack- 
Son; You just have everything here so near perfection you just don't 
want anything better-you don’t care whether you make any further 
Improvements or not, | don’t think the folks in Jackson want to go 
to hell-but they don't seem to want to go to heaven either—they’d 
rather just stay in Jackson,” 

Jackson is rich in historical tradition, She was founded in 1822 by 
Dr. Butler, Andrew Jackson, Davy Crockett, Daniel Boone and folks 
like that~slept here, We were Occupied by the Yankees during the 


War between the States, Jackson Was once an important river town, 


The Forked Deer River was navigable and all the heavy freight was 
moved b 


Y Water, Boat building was one of Jackson’s big industries in 


the early days, Jackson was at one time a very important slave trad- 
1g center, 


Of course, one can look aroun 
own, We still have man 
handicapped in this resp 
Was @ time when one of 
able business venture 
was before the day o 
the old days one of 0 


d and see that Jackson is an old 
Y of the old landmarks, We are somewhat 
ect by a very efficient fire department, There 
the principal ways of liquidating an unprofit: 
was through the insurance companies—but that 
f Our modern fire fighting equipment. Back in 
‘OF our citizens took out a policy that went in effect 
at Noon and a fire occurred the same day. The insurance company 
had NO actual evidence of incengiarism but wrote the old gentleman 
this very cut note, "Your policy went in effect at noon on June 
19th and your fire did not occur Until 3 P.M. on that day, Will you 
Kindly explain the delay?" 

Jackson has a grand and interesting pasta great present and @ 
glorious future, Plans are being made to secure new industries-some 
has been secured and construction ig under way, Our city officials are 
ready to launch an extensive post-war improvement program, They 
are working hard that Jackson may go forward. 

Mayor Smith has always been an ardent booster for Jackson, Even 
before he became Mayor—he has always been sold on Jackson. A few 
summers ago Mr. and Mrs. Smith went on an extended tour with an 
Organized sight-seeing party that carried them to many of the most 
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interesting spots in Europe. In his effort to keep Jackson in the 
lime-light it seems George made himself rather obnoxious to resi- 
dents of some of our sister cities, Regardless of what point of interest 
was mentioned by the guide~George was usually able to make some 
favorable comparison with something we have in Jackson—many 
times he was able to show superior accomplishments, This annoyance 
to members of the party became more pronounced as the tour pro- 
gressed although it was wholly unintentional on George’s part. The 
party reached Italy and were carried to the famous Mt, Vesuvius 
volcano to witness the great roar and belching of smoke and fire—and 
great rivers of white hot lava flowing from it. As the party witnessed 
this great phenomenon, one of the party tapped George on the 
shoulder and said, rather sarcastically, “Friend, do you have anything 
like that in Jackson?” “Well, no, we haven't,” replied George, “but 
I'll tell you what we do have—we have a fire department that could 
put the thing out.” 

Friends you'll find everything in Jackson you'll ever have any 
occasion to need, Whatever you find in other cities, you'll find a 
little more of it here-and a little better, The water is pure-the sun 
shines a little brighter, the air is a little more refreshing, the flowers 
just a little more fragrant, Even the songs of the birds are a little 
sweeter, 

You'll find us neighborly—we'll lend you coffee and sugar if you 
have a sugar stamp, You'll find us friendly. We know how to attend 
to our own business. Our women don’t gossip-much, We do hope 
you like us, Again we say welcome-thrice welcome, Welcome to our 
fair city, And always remember—please—what builds Jackson—builds 
you, 
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Chapter 10 


“| DON'T HAVE TIME” 


A French lady who was the first to breakfast in New Orleans 
several years ago, made this remark: “| used to be behind before, but 
now I'm first at last.” 

Back in the early days of American civilization, people took life 
calmly as it came, A man might miss a stage coach and have to wait 
two or three days for another—but nobody worried very much, 

During the long wintry days they had plenty of time before the 
big open fire to just sit and think—at other times they just sat, 

In this high speed machine age, We just don’t have time for any- 
thing, If we miss one turn of a revolving door we are very much 
disturbed about it, 

We sometimes wish we could look at the element of time like the 

allow who drove his hog toa market a hundred miles from his home 
‘Own because he could get 1'4c a lb, more for it. A neighbor pointed 
Out to him he couldn't afford to drive his hog that far for the 
difference in rice, “Think of the time it will take!” “| know’ said 
the owner of the hog, "but what's time to a hog?” 

| sometimes wonder Why | was not born with roller skates on, All 
my life has been one grand rush, First it was hurry to school and 
hurry back, Rush here and there and hurry back, Rush to bed, get up 
early, Hurry and shave—hurry to breakfast, Hurry to work and come 
home early. “We are entirely out of these office forms—please rush 
them to us immediately," Opportunity knocks but once—act quick- 
ly. (I do wish opportunity would knock sometime when I'm not so 
busy.) Sometime | hope to take a day off and just live a leisurely life, 

| rather prefer the tempo of things down in Mississippi, A local 
traveling man who traveled in that territory told of seeing a dog 
chasing a rabbit in Mississippi, he said both the dog and the rabbit 
were walking. 

Life for a business man with a mathematical mind has become 
unbearable now and Utopia seems further away than ever, We'll 
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never have enough prosperity to please everybody. When the bes 
comes for the meek to inherit the earth, chances are the se " 
so high they won't want it. We wouldn't mind so much for i 

to inherit the earth if they will just stay meek after te get it " 

Our forefathers were very much disturbed sath poh ; 
out representation.” They ought to see it now “with Li : 

A business man usually takes 15 minutes when he nee a i 
each morning to dress, eat breakfast and glance 8 TER 
can’t get ahead unless he looks right-"It pays to loo 7 Hy Ree 
he takes the necessary time to look right, he'll be late : ba 
boss may think he’s been out all night on a drunk at a Hs 
problem will never be solved until we can eat our brea ast, 
paper, shave, take a bath et cetera, all at the same a i. 

There simply aren't enough nights in the week to See 
meetings in the interest of good and worthy ie any 
duty demands that we go and pledge something, nae 
pledged everything, including a pint of blood. ae gee 
for everything, so far as | know, except ” buy Gabri fi ate social 
evenings | have my plans set and don't have ie has 
engagements, but the wife has some plans for me, te pit 
have time, She usually begins by pointing out | haven | rretist 
her since the time the gas stove exploded, The point is ! er 
show that our plans are flexible, Sometimes It Hise 
twenty years to completely and thoroughly Hes a aaa 

When you hear a man say he runs things at his : ei 
does-such things as the vacuum cleaner and the a ein 
couldn't live without the ladies, but they do have ne File 
things done one way or another, One of the old stana-by s: 

0 it myself” and then start bawling, “e 
We ‘i made to wonder not long ago why men hh pal 
went out of town for a few cays, and she had ron ca 
twenty-four hours until | could lie in bed and reac ene 
world that | possess, Had she stayed away @ week, 
could have lain in bed and milked the cow. iesitou 

All we men are, or ever hope to be, we owe to our Kay si 
that we live in a land where we can plan our shriee ate 
dictates of our wife's conscience, Directors of z ; Hs ee 
us in the “straight and narrow’ and on an even i a saa 
that it is so, because men frequently marry before they 


des, ‘ 1 ee a 1 ut 
hi ie know now that all fairy tales don’t begin with “Once 
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upon a time,” Some start with “Honey, important business wil keep 
me at the office very late tonight.” 

The first lie detector was made from the rib of a man and there's 
been no improvement since the original machine, 

It's three strikes on a man when he's born into the world. When 
he’s born his mother gets the compliments and the flowers, When he 
marries, his bride gets the presents and the publicity. When he dies 
his widow gets the insurance and the winters in Florida, 

High pressure salesmen waste a lot of our time trying to sell us 
things we don’t need, don’t want, can’t afford, and can’t pay for, | 
knew a salesman who sold a Gibson County farmer with one cow, 
two milking machines and took the cow in as the down payment, 
Insurance agents take a lot of our time—but if yOu are interested in 
the fine art of scientific selling you can learn a lot by studying their 
technique, The well-trained insurance salesman never comes to sell 
you anything—he's simply there to make a survey to see if there's 
any service he can render: or to help you make the insurance you 
already have do what you want it to do, 

| venture to say nobody in this audience has ever read an insurance 
contract all the way through, We don't have time, They all start off 
all right but look out when You hit those excluding clauses, Some of 
them may have a clause in very fine print, something like this: “Its 
hereby agreed and understood that everything herein set forth not 
already expressly excluded is hereby declared null and void and of no 
effect.” To collect on some of these mail order policies, you have to 
get hit by a train and struck by lightning simultaneously, before you 
can collect, 

More time is wasted in conferences and committee meetings than 
any way | know, A conference is a gathering of important people 
who singly can do nothing, but collectively decide that nothing can 
be done, 

If you want to kill any Proposition refer it to a committee, When 
your banker tells you your application for a loan will be referred to 
the board of directors or the finance committee-that is probably the 
last you will ever hear about it, 

Some people have a habit of saying nothing with a lot of words, If 
we talk all day—we must toil al night to finish our work, When you 
play, play hard—when you work don't play at all, Don’t just put in 
the day, put something into the day, 

A fellow may appear as busy as an old hen with one chicken, and 
yet accomplish very little, Usually the fellow who is making the most 


’ 
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fuss is going nowhere, A lot of false motions, splash and commo- 
tion, he reminds us of a ferry boat—churns up a lot of foam—makes a 
lot of noise, but doesn’t get very far. If we cultivate smoothness and 
rhythm, we will be like the big steamer in midstream, going some: 
where, swiftly, smoothly and making little fuss about it. 

The most of the things that are put off until tomorrow should 
have been done yesterday. General Beauregard lost the battle of 
Shiloh because he waited “‘until tomorrow’ to attack. 

Time is the most precious commodity of our lives-more valuable 
than money. We wake in the morning and our purse is magically 
filled with twenty-four golden hours. No one can take them from us 
and no one has more or less, 

Sometimes life's responsibilities “snow us under” and we don't 
have time to enjoy life. Money may not bring happiness and content: 
ment—but for second place it’s doing all right. The art of living the 
24 golden hours that are given us at the beginning of each new day is 
far more interesting than making money or winning fame. 

Pythagoras, the great ancient mathematician, when asked what he 
would do if he were given a problem to solve in five minutes and his 
life depended upon its correct solution, said, I would use the first 
three minutes to analyze my problem—the last two minutes | would 
devote to its solution.” 

In this fast, high speed machine age it's time to Stop, "Look and 
Listen, We do our work—we drive our cars—everything we do-we do 
the hard way, with jaws set, nerves tense and muscles strained. 

You have read the old Burma Shave signs as you have sped along 
the highway. One timely one was: 

“They missed the turn, the car was whizzin’ 

Fault was her’n—funeral his’n.”" 

Someone asked a hurrying diplomat what he thought about a 
certain international problem~"Don't bother me now, | must make a 
speech, this is no time to think.” . 

Carl Hubbell said, looking at life from a pitcher's box, “I don't 
think we have to break our necks to Keep up. If I lt the yells i the 
crowd panic me into hasty action, |'d get tense and shoot wild— 

Life is like that too—| think, 


The drudge may fret and tinker and hammer 
with lusty blows, 

But back of him stands the thinker, the clear 
eyed fellow who knows, 
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Chapter 11 


"CREDIT TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUE” 


As the firefly said as he backed into the electric fan, “I am delight: 
ed to be here”, 

Back on the farm one day Father called in a professional mule 
trainer to “break” a very wild young mule, The first thing the trainer 
did was pick up @ 2x4 and knock the mule down, “Before you can 
teach a mule anything, you've got to get his attention,’ he said, 

When | wasa lad in school my teacher used to emphasize the point 
that in public specking if you don’t strike oil in twenty minutes, you 
might as well stop boring, 

My subject this evening is “Credit To Whom Credit Is Due”. If 
there is any subject | ought to be qualified to discuss this must be it 
i: had more trouble with every kind of credit than any other one 
thing, 

When | came to Jackson from Carroll County in 1920, being in an 
undemourished and run down condition, | called at the office of the 
late Dr, Glen Batton for a medical check up. My trouble was first 
diagnosed as a case of nerves and prescribed tor accordingly. | was 
terribly short on money, but since Dr, Batton was also from Carroll 
County and @ boyhood friend, | wondered if he would charge the 
office visit and lend me a couple of dollars till payday to get the 
prescription filled, The doctor looked at me thoughtfully for a mo- 
ment and began to tear up the prescription. “You know Laycook, 
I've made mistake in my diagnosis, | don’t think there's anything 
wrong with your nerves—your trouble is an enlarged gall—there’s no 
cure for that, 

Ever since the world began from the time the first two boys, Cain 
and Abel, were born to mother Eve, there has been friction, envy, 
jealousy and ingratitude in this world of ours, The first trouble start: 
ed when by faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. 
God was pleased with Abel's offerings from his flock and displeased 
with Cain's sacrifice of the soil, This made Cain envious and kindled 
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a hatred in his heart that burned and burned until finally he slew his 
own brother, After Cain had slain his brother, Jehovah said unto 
him: “Where is Abel thy brother?” And he said, “| know not-am | 
my brother's keeper?” Because of the shedding of innocent blood 
and lying to God about it-a curse was pronounced on Cain and this 
curse of envy, hatred and selfishness has been with the sons of 
Adam’s race ever since, Ever since that day men have been asking 
themselves in their hearts, “Am | my Brother's Keeper?” And many 
times | fear we have been giving ourselves the wrong answer. 

All the average fellow wants now is an easy job, short hours, good 
pay, a new automobile, a beautiful wife, and a set of creditors that 
will listen to reason. Life for a business man with a mathematical 
mind has become unbearable now. Utopia seems further away than 
ever, We'll never have enough prosperity to please everybody. When 
the time comes for the meek to inherit the. earth, chances are taxes 
will be so high they won't want it. 

Our forefathers were very much concerned in Revolutionary days 
about taxation without representation. They ought to see it 
now-with representation, When this country was discovered the 
women were doing all the work and there were no taxes to pay. | 
don’t know who ever got an idea they could improve on a system 
like that. 

We have too many folks in the world today who won't do nothing 
for nobody for nothing, This world has always been full of unkind- 
ness, injustice, envy, ingratitude and disloyalty, The most of us are so 
engrossed with our own problems we show little consideration for 
those less fortunate who find life bitter and hard, The sin of ingrati- 
tude is among the world’s worst. 

In this busy world it is the human tendency to forget to tell our 
friends and neighbors who work tirelessly to make our community a 
better place in which to live, that we appreciate them, Words of 
encouragement mean a lot to the folks who give their time so unself- 
ishly to work in various campaigns-church work and civic work, our 
public officials, who are trying to do a good job, the officers of our 
civic and fraternal clubs who work their hearts out to improve the lot 
of others, If we appreciate the work they are trying to do, let us tell 
them so. Let us not wait till useful lives come to a close to relate the 
good deeds they have done, Why don’t we give folks: the flowers 
while they live? 

Channing Pollock, a famous New York author who died a few 
years ago, said when he went to New York an ambitious lad of 18, he 


[51] 


often looked out the window at the hurrying crowds and reflected 
that no one in the whole city cared whether he lived or died, “I 
should have been happier—and more successful’ he said “for a bird 
or dog that | knew would miss me if | failed to come home’’, 

Turgenev, the world famous Russian author, said: “I would give 
up all my genius, and all my books if there were just one woman 
somewhere who cared whether or not | came home late for dinner.” 
Many times ingratitude begins at home, A man will eat a perfectly 
terrible meal at a restaurant, say it was delicious, generously tip the 
waitress and go on his way as happy asa lark. If the same food were 
served at home he'd growl a week, Men, if you want to fare sumptu- 
ously every day don't knock your wife's cooking or housekeeping, 
and never, never, compare it with Mother's, even though the steak is 
leather and the bread burned to a clinker. The most that should ever 
be said is that the meal was just not quite up to her usual high 
standard. Of course, @ man can never win an argument with a 
woman, so the next best thing is to try to get an even break by 
listening patiently and saying, “Yes, dear.” 

Most women know now that all fairy tales don’t begin with “once 
upon a time,” Some start ‘off with “Honey, important business will 
Keep me at the office very late tonight”, The first lie detector was 

lade from the rib of a man—and there's been no improvement since 
1e original machine, 

Life isn’t fair to men anyway, When a man is born, his mother gets 
the compliments and the flowers; when he marries his bride gets the 
presents and the publicity; when he dies his widow gets the insurance 
and the winters in Florida, 

Human nature has not changed a great deal since the days of Cain 
and Abel. The world is still full of envy, jealousy, hatred and ingrati- 
tude, 

A famous criminal lawyer estimates he has saved some 78 men 
from going to the electric chair, yet he says-not one of the lot has 
ever taken the trouble to even send him a Christmas Card. 

Abraham Lincoin raised @ score of men to positions of great 
power, Few if any, showed any signs of gratitude, 

When Columbus discovered America all he got was jealousy, de- 
nunciation, chains and prison, 

When Jesus healed the ten lepers of that terrible incurable dis- 
ease—-do you remember how many of the ten took the trouble to 
thank him? Just one! think of it! Human nature has ever been about 
the same. 
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| suppose that employers as a group are about the mast Un 
thoughtful folks in the world, Many employers fel if they pay Wed 
employees a substantial salary that is the end of their responsibility. 
Too many industrialists give their machines better care and more 
attention than their employees. “You load sixteen tons and what do 
you get—another day older and deeper in debt". We cant ve 
bread alone, We want appreciation for a job well done, Folks wil 
underpaid if they miss credit where credit is due-no matter what He 
pay in money, Nobody wants to be just a cog in the heh 
he's just beating a good horse out of a job. There is more hunger if 
love and appreciation in the world tonight than thee is hunger 
food, 

May we not resent ingratitude but rather expect It ive Us ii 
for others without attaching any strings to it, we won't notice t 
little mosquito bites of ingratitude—but will find in our it 
inner glow, a spiritual uplift. For gratitude-lke mercy fF . 
blessed: it blesses him that gives as well as him that ae tt 
ciousness and courtesy is an act that needs 2 lot of rehearsing to . 
comfortable to the performer. The best policy is try It ‘s on oe 
body—the milkman, the bus driver, the postman, the employe 
your neighbor's wife. 

The most loyal friend the world ha 
little dog. He's always interested in you. ae 
bacon i not he as you just the same, He has no ulterior Leas 
He doesn’t care how rich or poor you are; OF had is see 
another friend in the world or not. He’ the same everytime ine 
him, t's a wellknown fact that movie stars hate t0 ‘ae 
dog actor, The dog gives such a shea aebes Pe 
the audience often forgets the beautiful actress 

George Bernard Shaw said: “Life is asort of torch Hs ) ai 
hold for a moment, and | want it to burn as sie Hen 
before handing it on to future generations . The on rari sf 
while in this life is the happiness and yee a words of 
the highway of if, Noting wil el al me 
appreciation for a job well done, If brotherly love see 
bound how beautiful this world would be, Whenever In : bie 
guide the steps of those who trust in you’ cake though, 
From out your heart cast every grudge, banish every un : Lio 
put away every personal prejudice, And fal eisai 
busy world and love it, Interest ourselves in Its life, an ' ze 
Mingle kindly with its joys and its sorrows, Strive to do go 


s ever known is the ordinary 
Whether you bring home the 
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men, rather than covet their possessions, A truly successful life is not 
made by taking for ourselves that which others have a right to share, 
but in rendering unto others that which is worth more to them than 


they can give in return, And above all, may we always render “Credit 
To Whom Credit Is Due”, 


I'VE DREAMED many dreams that never came true, 
I've seen them vanish at dawn, 


But I've realized enough of my dreams, thank God, 
TO MAKE ME WANT TO DREAM ON. 


I'VE PRAYED many prayers when no answer came 
Though | waited patient and long, 


But answers have come to enough of my prayers 
TO MAKE ME KEEP PRAYING ON, 


I'VE TRUSTED many a friend that failed, 
And left me to weep alone, 


But I've found enough of my friends true blue, 
TO MAKE ME KEEP TRUSTING ON. 


I'VE SOWN many seed that fell by the way 
For the birds to feed upon, 


But I've held enough golden sheaves in my hands 
TO MAKE ME KEEP SOWING ON. 


I'VE DRAINED the cup of disappointment and pain 
And gone many days without song, 


But |'ve sipped enough nectar from the roses of life 
TO MAKE ME WANT TO LIVE ON. 


84] 


Chapter 12 


DOING BUSINESS BY THE GOLDEN RULE 


An address delivered to the Jackson Rotary Club in pipet sade 
Rotarians had their respective competitors as guests ee ceria Press, 
introduced by his competitor Rotarian Seale Johnson, 0 anes 

“President Bill, members of te hae Hii manner 
friends and neighbors: Being introduced I cf il cat ina room full 
and by my competitor, I'm as nervous as a a 4 dranttaate 
of rocking chairs. |'m expecting to get my thr 

ic fan, ‘I'm delight- 
i et siti eit 
e here’. When | was @ fad in sti! 't strike oil in 
a the point that in public speaking if you don t str 
twenty minutes, you might ° be pis our club today. You 

"| am honored in being invited t et began a little ove 
are part of a great international organization ane aeels 
0 years ago in Chicago with four members-@ a val besa 
mining engineer and a merchant tailor. ee sa aia 
you have grown to nearly 8000 sds I'm not a Rotarian, due 
belp of almost a hl ee eae 
to the fact the classification of printing Is @ wd | come in under the 
son club, My friend Seale Johnson has ae ny grid mmers 
classification of blacksmith, a remark whic 
ly 


Rotary is 
"The high ethical standards in business advocated by 


‘+'van and a better business man. 

ke a man a better citizen a 

alii of others’, is the basis ‘ citer a 

self-He profits most who serves best, then ther eal 
test: (1) Is it the Truth; (2) Isit fair to all concerned; 


illi icial to all? When 
good will and better friendship, (4) Will it be beneficial to a 


iti rthy of support. 
any proposition can meet that test It's sound and worthy 


if inciples of Rotary. He 
fies the principles 0 
"| think Seale highly exemplifi Lee 
ae ae as an opportunity to se ee e 
well as a means of material gain. Now that m 
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easy in the printing business, With all the headaches peculiar to this 
business, competitors are always lurking around to louse things up. 
Then there's Uncle Sam standing by and he wants to get his thumb in 
the pie if there's anything left, Seale promotes high standards and 
refrains from any shady practices, Now, of course Seale is honor 
bound by his Rotary pledge not to accept any business obtained 
through any unfair means, Since | am not a Rotarian, we ought to be 
able to work out something whereby we would both fee! good about 
it, 

“Two things have always puzzled me—just how kind one should be 
to his competitor, and how friendly he should get with another 
man’s wife, There's an old saying that competition is the life of 
trade. | tell you I'd just as soon have trade not quite so lively. I've 
heard merchants say they preferred to be next door to a business of 
the same type, Frankly, | can’t go along with that either. | would 
prefer my competition to be as far removed. as possible—preferably in 
another state, 

“I suppose most of us have had our throats cut by competitors. 
Probably some of us have indulged in this national pastime ourselves. 
f you have ever felt like shooting a competitor—remember, there's a 
aW against it, You can't starve them to death either. The mortality 
fate on this soore is exceedingly low, During the First World War a 
contingent of our American Soldiers were preparing to storm the 
German trenches in France. In this particular outfit was a negro boy 
who was pretty handy with a razor. He had asked his Captain for 
permission to carry his razor instead of his gun, on this maneuver. 
The Captain reluctantly agreed, pointing out the danger of such a 
short handled weapon, When the order came to go over the top’ an 
Old German lunged at the negro boy with fixed bayonet, The negro 
soldier made a swipe with his razor. The German grinned, ‘Ha, you 
missed mel’ ‘No sah boss, | didn't miss you-you just wait till you all 
bows yo'r head!’ I've had my throat cut so smoothly by compet 
tors, | didn’t know it was cut until | bowed my head, 

“Every phase of life is competitive from the cradle to the grave, 
and the sooner we learn to live with competitors the happier we'll be, 
When we were born into the world we had to compete with other 
members of the family for attention, We met this competition by 
squawling, a method often attempted many times later in life, In 
school we had to compete and match wits with our schoo! mates in 
the field of knowledge, where many battles were lost, We had to 
compete with the rough necks from across the tracks, We had to 
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learn to fight in order to survive. Then we had to compete for the 
hand of the girl of our dreams, In this field no holds are barred-it's a 
matter of the survival of the fittest, All is fair in love and war. Then 
we have to compete with the neighbors who live in fine homes and 
drive big automobiles, In checking our last month's bills at our house 
| was forced to concede to Mrs, Laycook that we were not only 
keeping up with the Joneses but we just passed them, We are now on 
a pay-as-we-went basis. So we compete for everything in ife—for 
popularity, for prestige, for financial security, for everything on 
é e . 

a the oldest rules in the history of the world is still the best 
rule for doing business: ‘Therefore whatsoever ye would that is 
should do to you, do ye even so to them’, This rule is not ph 
good rule for doing business but a good rule for creating good re ; 
tionship with our fellowmen as well as our competitors. Most compli 
cations of life can be solved by the golden rule, There is no better 
way of conducting our business than business by the golden rule, 
Most of our troubles in business are brought about by ee 
greed, envy, hatred and ingratitude, We business men get fee : 
sometimes that this is a self-centered and selfish world where ‘ 
people take care of themselves before thinking of other au n 
fortunately we get a feeling that maybe after all this isa dog eat 40g 
world and it’s every dog for himself. 

“In this sont cate world we need a revolution, Me ‘i 
olution we all long for would be simple, yet it would be mes 
would begin in the hearts of men and women all over the wor ta 
this simple universal principle: ‘Therefore whatsoever ye i a 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them!’ These all Ae z 
cover everything in every field of activity, everywhere, i . 
only common sense but are very practical. If and when re “ : 
live by the oldest idea in the history of the world-this wo 

in which to live. Bs Cat 
lise life is highly competitive. | The to think of ie 2 
greatest game ever played. A game in which few ni Ah | i 
right at you, The most of them are hard to reach. i k 
some of the difficult shots well lose the game very quickly. 
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Chapter 13 


THE PRICE OF LIBERTY IS ETERNAL VIGILANCE 


From an Armed Forces Day address at J.B, Young High School, Bemis, Tennessee 


Armed Forces Day is being sponsored in our County this year by 
Jackson Lodge No, 192 Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, The 
order of Elks is noted for its patriotism. Its members have always 
been ready to go to the aid of our country in time of danger, Many 
of our members have given their lives in defense of our country, Qur 
Order is distinctively American, Only loyal American citizens are 
eligible to join it and it has no foreign affiliations, 

All my life | have heard that this world of ours is on the verge of 
fling t0 pieces, Yet each morning when | get up and look out the 
window it's still there, The late President, Franklin D, Roosevelt 

sed to say the only thing we have to fear is fear itself, There's 
nother old saying: “All the Water in the world can’t sink your ship 
Anless the water gets inside il" 

| Never in the history of the world has Civilization been so jeopar- 
dized by such a potent agency of destruction as it faces today, Many 
dictators have had similar ambitions to conquer the world—Charles 
V, Louis XIV, Napoleon, Keiser Wilhelm, Hitler and many others 
Dictators for centuries have Used exile, death, prison, censorship, 
book burning, control of schools, and the systematic falsehoods of 
propaganda machine—and so far in the long run, in vain, Because 
dictators cannot persuade Public opinion, they must resort to force- 
blood purges, concentration camps and the cellar revolver shots, 

A reign of terror has Swept Russia and the countries she has en 
slaved from one end to the other a5 millions of people have faced 
firing squads or been herded into cattle cars and carried into prison 
camps without tral and the only charge being they were enemies of 
state, Husbands were separated from their wives, Young children 
taken from their mothers, Many parents had their children tattooed, 
$0 a to be able to identify them if ever the Opportunity should again 
arise, Humans herded off like cattle-all of their earthly belongings 
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taken from them=tortured, starved in filthy crowded camps, begging 
for crumbs and dying of thirst and disease, 

There is but one call to all of us in America at this critical hour. 
We must make ourselves strong in order to protect the weaker 
nations of the world, We must concentrate everything tat We have 
and hope to be, in fashioning modern weapons and in building the 
strength of our armed forces to a point we shal be able to protect 
the world against aggression, We Americans are tired of war and want 
to avoid it if at all possible—but we must be prepared for any even: 
tuality, 

| don’t know if you have bullies in schools nowadays or not We 
had a few in my day, My mother tried to teach me not to fight. To 
love my enemies, ‘If my enemy smote me on the one cheek | was to 
turn the other also”. | had a rough time when the schoo! bully 
found out | would not fight. One day a friend of mine gave me some 
sound advice, “Don't let that bully push you around him sy 
you will fight if pushed into it and give him the best you've got, 
YoU are prepared to fight if necessary—you won't have to | foun 
that advice to be fundamentally correct-and got along much bette 
after that, Theodore Roosevelt had a motto: Speak softly but carry 
big stick, We Americans, if we work together, can build : ne 
organization the world will respect. We can all help by doing what: 
ever we are called on to do. 

We have some very able men at the head of our Army, Navy 
Marines, Air Force and Coast Guard-men who are working ne 
to build the mightiest armed forces in our history. Our soles . 
always been quick to go to the defense of our country the i 
danger and have always given a splendid account of themselves, 
have had many heroes who faced great dangers and ma, el S 
have given their lives in defense of our country, Men like our : 
Tennessean, Sergeant Alvin York of World War fame who wi ; 
expert rifle marksmanship silenced @ German sabe ou 
captured 132 prisoners almost singlehanded, When he lan La 
New York he was met by brass bands and fabulous oes of vau 
ville and theatrical contracts which he refused “This uniform isnt 
for sale,"’ he said, History is full of the deeds of valor of our greatest 

rican soldiers, . 
ae million of our fine young men have answered and will 
answer the call for military service, On the altar of Liberty they offer 
their careers, their strength, and their lives if need be If we love 
Freedom and Liberty, if we believe that armed might is our hope for 
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saving the world from communism and slavery—let us all back the 
home team in every way we possibly can. 

The Stars and Stripes is the world-wide hope of all peoples who, 
under God, would be free to live and worship Him. Upon the folds of 
Our glorious flag is written the story of America—the mightiest and 
noblest nation in the history of the world. The Stars and Stripes 
symbolizes the divine right of all men to life, liberty, happiness and 
peace under the endowment of our Creator. This is the heritage of 
the people of these United States, It has been repurchased by each 
generation and must be rewon by each succeeding generation, lest it 
too should pass like the Medes and Persians, and the ancient Empire 
of Greece and Rome, 

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilence,” What was won at Lex: 
ington and Concord and Bunker Hill had to be repurchased at Ticon- 
deroga and Yorktown, What John Paul Jones achieved upon the high 
seas in the war of Independence had to be repurchased by Commo: 
dore Perry on Lake Erie in the War of 1812, The prestige of Admiral 
Dewey's victory at Manila Bay in 1898, was rewon by the naval 
battles in the South Pacific after the sneak attack on Pear! Harbor in 
1941, and our country was summoned to assume its role in Worl 
War II. What our troops achieved under the Stars and Stripes at 
Chateau-Thierry and Flanders in World War |, their sons were re- 
Quired to repurchase in World War I, in the bloody trek across 
Northern Africa, on the beach heads of Europe and in the battle of 
the Bulge, The flag our American boys raised at Iwo Jima was the 
same flag later raised in defense of far off Korea, 

In this modern world as we progress scientitically with our hydro- 
gen and atomic bombs we are inclined to forget God. And if and 
when we do these terrible instruments of destruction may be turned 
against us. Only true love of our fellowmen can contain these world 
destroying implements, The Stars and Stripes is the symbol of true 


World unity and of the American way of life, “In God We Trust” i 
its motto, 


“Our father’s God to Thee, 
Author of Liberty, 
To thee we sing, 


Long may our land be bright 
With freedoms holy light; 
Protect us by thy might 
Great God our king,” 
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Chapter 14 


THE KING THAT KNEW NOT JOSEPH 


| found myself in somewhat of a dilemma in trying to decide what 
to talk about tonight. Several times | thought | had found an appro- 
priate subject-but something went wrong in each instance | found 
myself in the predicament of the little boy who cropped his chewing 
gum in the henhouse—he thought he had found it four or five times, 

Somehow or other | rather like to use my little sermon on the 
value of advertising on every occasion when by any stretch of the 
imagination it can in anyway be deemed at all aporoprit, Advertis- 
ing is a specialized technique for mass communication, It has one 
specific purpose—to inform. 

For jae to talk about advertising isa great deal lke a o 
talking on health, We've all listened to many such addresses, The 
eminent physician tells you to eat good food, drink plenty of wate, 
take an adequate amount of exercise, get eight hours of sleep, es 
worry—and if you have anything the matter with you-see a doctor. 

When | was a small boy | attended school in the one teacher 
schools in the country which were usually taught by 4 nm 
young lady. One day the school bully wrote on the ere: | 
can kiss the teacher”, Of course he was required to stay In alte 
school to punish him for his sins, The next cay the er ih 
teasing him and trying to find out just what his puns 3 
“Oh, | ain’t saying,”’ he said, “but I'll say one thing, t pays to aaver 
tise.” . 

It's possible to build a successful business without @ = ie 
of money spent for advertising-it has been done, That's i 
way and requires a lot longer to build it. The short cut to si mr 
to budget a generous amount of money for printer's ink to a : 
ciously expended, All of us have something to yee: eri 
service or maybe we aspire to public office, We all seek 0 a 
goodwill as we go through life, We must keep our constituen 
formed, 
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The text of my sermon is found in Exodus and reads as follows: 
“And Joseph died and there arose a new king over Egypt who knew 
not Joseph.” 

The account of Joseph in the Old Testament tells how he left his 
OWN country and through his diligence came to be an important 
personage in Egypt-second only to the king. Joseph had public rela 
tions with all the other ancient nations (and incidentally his private 
relations held all the best paying jobs.) The Biblical narrative brings 
US Up to the climax of his career then hands us an awful jolt. Without 
any words of preparation it says bluntly, “And Joseph died and there 
arse a new king over Egypt who knew not Joseph,” 

Now | submit ladies and gentlemen that is the most staggering line 
that has ever been written ina business biography, Here was a man so 
famous everybody knew him and presto a few people die anda few 
are born and nobody knows him. All the advertising that the name 
Joseph has enjoyed in one generation is futile and of no avail because 
that generation is gone, 

What has all of that to do with us? Very much indeed! When we 
gathered in this room tonight there were in this country sick in bed 
several thousand old people, (It may seem inappropriate for me to 
mention this fact but we are grown up and must face these things] 
In this brief interval while we have been sitting here some of those 
Old people have died, All the time and all the money and whatever 
We advertisers have built up in the way of goodwill in their minds 
have passed out with them. 

During this same brief interval there have been born in this 
cOuntry several thousand lusty boys and girls to whom we advertisers 
mean NO more than the Einstein theory, They don’t know the differ 
ence in Palmolive soap and a stick of Wrigley’s chewing gum. Nobody 
has ever told them what kind of coffee they would drink if they 
Owned all the coffee in the world, or who operates the best equipped 
Small printing plant in the South, The whole job of giving them the 
information they are going to need in order to properly adjust them: 
selves to an organized society must be started from the beginning and 
done all over again, 

There is probably no fact in the United States that is easier to 
impress on the minds of people with “tired blood” than that Geritol 
Contains more iron than @ whole pound of calves liver, yet the bot: 
ters of Geritol think it not inconsistent or wasteful to spend millions 
Of dollars a year in repeating that story over and over again, 

This business of public relations is a very constant business. The 
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fact that you told your story yesterday should not ad you Ke 
delusion of supposing that you have ever told it, Building a, E 
a day to day and hour to hour business, ladies and age 

every day and every hour the King dies and there arises @ new ! 
towhom you and all your works mean absolutely nothing . 

Now the next very simple thing | would Suggest in your adver 
tsing, be simple and be brief. Talk to people in a language ips 
understand, Two men delivered speeches at Gettysburg neatly x 
dred years ago. One of these men was a great orator fests i 
spoke for one and a half hours, yet probably nobody in t z e 
femembers who he was, or a word he said, The other man spo : 2 
considerably less than five minutes and every school child has a 2 
time or another learned Lincoln's Gettysburg address and remem 
it more or less all his life. re 

The last very simple thing | would suggest, be eens fe 
If we don’t feel these things, we can't make other peopl ee 
Emerson said, “What you are thunders so loud can't hear ir 
say. Unless there is that feeling of sincerity it's aes 
attempt to talk to the public—for as sure as you lve the p 
find you out, 

Me | came to Jackson some 50 years ago | had at a - 
with banks, It was hard to find a bank that was = Afi 
meager weekly deposits | wanted to make. = rea 
One not as well guarded as the others and succeed pe 
three years of being insulted by the teller ever Sit i «adn 
of the three year period when | came to draw argc 
audience with the vice-president who wanted . insult ti ea 

| had as soon go without money as to ce é ania aves 
bank president's office. Even if | succeed in a enn 
feel crushed and humiliated, Now of course slut A are 
varies with the money market. When mons) ye ich 
falls on your neck, calls you by your a re Sut the 
money on your Balloon Common or your : wai rote 
minute something goes wrong that beri tl wt a mitt 
money goes up at the rate of 180% a mi peer adel 
remove your collateral and substitute govermens = 
still we wonder at the increase in crime, - enniasacal 

A few years after | was insulted Dy - —- aa sancing an 
me to his office and wanted to consu'< wis a sie im | 
advertising campaign based on ens) eamnproeeror 
thought it was a splendid idea—at thet !m™= S'S 


raw? 
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field for it. But | further suggested that his organization would have 
to go through a big transformation in order to live up to his claims 
for friendly service, If we advertise a friendly bank we must create a 
friendly atmosphere, In our advertising we must be genuine-we must 
be sincere, 

A few years later though there was an epidemic of friendly banks 
in Jackson that reached a climax during depression years, As a matter 
of fact the competition became so keen the bank | referred to was 
forced to close its doors and go out of business, 

An advertising man who was in the employ of a circus came one 

day to a small crossroads town, It was his duty to precede the circus 
into the various communities, distribute tickets to the editor, put on 
the barn pictures of the bearded lady and the man eating snakes, And 
finally to contact some merchant and persuade him to purchase the 
space on either side of the elephant for his advertisement in the 
parade, Our friend found one store in this small town and the pro- 
prietor did not receive him enthusiastically, “Why should | adver- 
tise?” he demanded, “I've been here for more than 20 years, There 
isn’t a man, woman or child in these parts who doesn’t know who | 
am, where | am and what | sell”, The advertising man answered very 
romptly—because in our business if we ever hesitate we are lost. 
‘What is that building over there across the road”, asked the advertis- 
ing man, “Why, that's the Methodist Episcopal Church,’ replied the 
merchant, “How long has that been there?” “Oh, | don’t know,” 
replied the merchant, “twenty-five years probably.” “And yet,” said 
the advertising man, “they still ring the church bell every Sunday 
morning,” 

In the meantime may | Suggest in closing, in your advertising, be 
simple, be brief—talk to people in a language they can understand, Be 
genuine-be sincere, And most of all be persistent. You can’t expect 
to advertise when you are in trouble or about to be in trouble to get 
anything in that direction, 

If all the money that has been thrown away by firms who adver: 
tised spasmotically were all gathered together it would found and 
endow a most wonderful home for aged printers, advertising man- 
agers, and their widows, 


Advertising is a day to day and hour to hour business, ladies and 
gentlemen, 


For every day and every hour “the King dies and there arises 4 
new King who knows not Joseph”, 
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Chapter 15 


WHO WANTS TO BE BROKE AND TIRED T00? 


An address to the Master Printers Assn. 
(1947) 


No industry under the sun has a more fluctuating pricing system 
than has the printing industry. A single thousand leterheads ona 
number one sulphite bond, one color, sells for any price from $2.95 
to $12; or a thousand business cards anywhere from 4 dollar @ thou 
sand up. During the years of paper and manpower shortages, price- 
cutters were not so much in evidence, The plant that had sod on 
price and depended on volume, was forced either to raise prices, or 
to go out of business. It was easy to sell any kind of printing at any 
price the printer cared to ask. A fair price could be charged without 
the printer wondering if competition would make the price quoted 
look ridiculous, | 

The honeymoon is over, Where do we go from here? Do we g 
back to the days of cutthroat competition when we work Ss 
to death, wear out our equipment, and pay big bill to paper jobbers 
That's a good way to do a big volume of business, but who wants to 
work like a horse for barely enough money to pay the current bills, 
rents, and taxes, It's better to go broke sitting. Who wants to be 
broke and tired, too? 16 

There is no business that requires as much specialized knowledge 
as does the printing business. It takes more years of training and a 
wider knowledge of a greater number of technical phase than any 
other business or profession, The printers are entitled to incomes 
commensurate with the educational requirements, The only reason 
they don’t get it, is that they are their own worst enemies The 
general idea prevailing among them is that the big knife is the a 
effective weapon. It is high time this high-ranking industry, from the 
standpoint of dollars invested and sales volume, found some method 
of establishing a more uniform commercial value for its product. 
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Many printing consumers are very price-conscious, They know 
from experience about the wide price variations, The habitual chisel- 
ers find playing one printer against another a lucrative pastime, The 
poor printer, being rather gullible, feels he cannot afford to lose the 
business, and takes it at cost to keep his fellow printer from getting 
it. This leads to a free-for-all in cutting prices and nobody benefits 
except the chiselers. 

The small printer, of course, feels that he can sell at lower prices 
because he has a lower overhead. In the absence of a standard cost: 
finding system this is purely theoretical, A well-managed and well: 
equipped small plant can easily earn a larger percentage of profit on 
sales volume than the larger concerns, but the point that is usually 
overlooked is that due to the limitation in production, a much larger 
percentage of profit is necessary to pay the proprietor a salary in line 
with capital invested and skill required. A small plant doing less than 
$50,000 per year, if well managed and if a standard price catalog is 
used, should earn a net profit of 25% or more on sales, If a pro- 
prietor is satisfied with little more than wages, why bother with the 
headaches of operating a highly technical business. A skilled crafts: 
man can earn $2.00 per hour (1947) for less than 40 hours, with 
time and one-half for overtime, get two weeks’ vacation with pay, 
plus all the holidays, with nothing to worry about. 

Another form of rationalization for price-cutting is the so-called 
specialist, who figures he can, by cutting prices, get all the business in 
the world on letterheads, automobile printing, or any of a number of 
other items, and can sell it for half the average printer's price, 
Specialists should command higher salaries if they are really special 
ists, Why sell on price? Why not pull the volume on quality, better 
service, more extensive advertising, rather than force the market to a 
level unprofitable for everybody? If the profits prove excessive, there 
are always plenty of good outlets for overage in order to get back 
into a comfortable income tax bracket, 

The only business or profession that has less organization than the 
printing industry is that of farming. Yet many farmers have made @ 
big business of it. With improved and highly specialized machinery 
they are in mass production, They have lowered their costs of pro: 
duction by half the average farmer's cost. But who ever heard of a 
farmer offering his products below the market price? If he produces 
a higher quality product, he demands and gets a high price. Why 
shouldn't he? If he doesn’t make hay while the sun shines he won't 
have the surplus to tide over when it rains, 
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Over-expansion sometimes leads to price-cutting, Due to easy 
time-payment plans offered by most equipment manufacturers, the 
temptation is great to over-equip when business is good, When vol- 
ume begins to move downward the tendency is to resort to the big 
knife to keep the wheels turning, It is wiser to reject some business 
for which the plant is not properly equipped to handle than to build 
up an overhead and personnel that will keep the management in 
constant hot water in getting sufficient volume of business to keep 
Out of the red, A well-balanced plant that is sorely taxed to meet the 
demands during peak periods, can stay comfortably busy during the 
slack season, 

Probably the medical profession is the best organized of any other 
business or profession. Doctors have their medical societies and 
practically all reputable doctors, even the country physicians, are 
affiliated. Their fees are standard all over the country, Doctors have 
certain patients to care for and do not try to take their fellow doc: 
tors’ practice by offering reduced rates. When employing a doctor it 
is not a matter of “getting bids’ on the operation, The question i 
who is best prepared and equipped to do the work that is to be done, 
The doctor who confines his work toa specialized field gets a higher 
fee than is charged by the general practitioner, although he might cut 
his price in half, get into mass production, disrupt the entire profes 
sion, and still make a comfortable salary, There will always be a few 
“quacks” who operate independently, but nobody worries about 
them. Any special rates offered immediately brands them as un- 
ethical and nobody patronizes them except the very gulible, Nobody 
peddles prices when looking for a doctor. 

“He profits most who serves best,” is as true in business as in 
Rotary. Printers need to be less priceconscious and more service- 
conscious, Spoil the customers with servic. If there is an urge to give 
the customer something in the form of commercial bribery, let it be 
anything except the profit on the work. It is far more effective and 
much less expensive to give a few thousand personalized memoran- 
dum sheets, Little extra services may pay handsome dividends for 
years to come. 

A successful printing business requires a highly specialized selling 
job but the principles involved are the same as any other successful 
business, Indirect contacts with customers and prospective cus: 
tomers, in civic clubs, or on the golf links, are potentially powerful, 
and time thus spent is not without remuneration. This, of course, 
Must not be the motive for joining organizations, but if it does pay 
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dividends, it simply cannot be helped. It is possible to sell a lot of 
printing by taking the prospects on fishing or hunting trips occasion- 
ally, without ever mentioning printing, while on the trip, 

Better organization and more cooperation between printers is the 
need of the hour. The best way to discourage price-shoppers is the 
general adoption of a recognized cost-finding system. All products 
have a standard commercial value, regardless of the method used to 
produce it, A thousand letterheads should have the same commercial 
value whether printed on a hand fed jobber or gang-run on a big 
automatic rotary, The fellow who uses antiquated methods realizes a 
profit proportionate to the method of production, 

Competition can't be “starved out.”” When one printer folds up, 
there are always two to take his place. There will be plenty of busi- 
ness forall if the industry can be raised to an ethical plane. 

Time should not be wasted with habitual chiselers, in endless esti- 
mates, to be peddled all over town. If it is not possible to convince 
them that the prices are fair, the firm dependable, and they will get 
value received, let them find a printer of their own level. The time 
wasted with price-shoppers can be more profitably spent in giving 
present customers better service and cultivating good-will among po- 
tential customers, 

The majority of the buyers of printing want quality work and are 
willing to pay a fair price for it, The printer who operates his busi- 
ness on @ high level, renders real service, deals fairly and ethically, 
will command the respect and confidence of his clients. There's no 


excuse for price-cutting-everybody loses, Nobody wants to be broke 
and tired, too, 
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Chapter 16 


SUCCESSFUL USE OF 
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING 


by P. R, Russell 
From Graphic Arts Monthly Magazine 
July, 1949 Issue 


An illustration of one of the 
ads used by Laycook in his 
newspaper advertising. 


Laycagk Printing Co 
Jackson, Tenn, 


Printing, for the volume produced, is the least advertised of Y 
products, Printers can use advertising to keep the public reminded o 


‘their street address and telephone number, but very few of them 


attempt to go beyond that, A striking exception is that of Lois G. 
Laycook, Laycook Printing Company, Jackson, Tenn, In 24 years 
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Laycook has built Wwhat he modestly claims to be “The Best Equip: 
ped Small Printing Plant in the South;” and a very unique form of 
Newspaper advertising has had a whole lot to do with it, 

The public statement that Laycook Printing Company was netting 
the owner 25 per cent profit was immediately challenged by other 
printers, but Laycook produced a balance sheet from his own banker 
{O prove it, Others were equally skeptical about his claim to have 
paid cash on the barrel head for every piece of printing equipment in 
his plant, but again Laycook produced signed and receipted invoices 
{0 prove this statement too, 

Getting back to advertising—for the past seven years, six days a 
week, 365 days in the year, single-column, three-inch advertisements, 
similar to the one shown in the illustration, have appeared in the 
Jackson Sun, same page, séme position on the page, 

The success of Laycook's advertising lies in the fact that sand- 
Wiched between the “Wise and Otherwise” heading and the company 
signature appear around 40 words of humor and philosophy so read- 
able that the editor of the Jackson Sun admits that “Wise and Other 
wise,” although a pald advertisement, ranks with the best of the 
paper's syndicated features, When Laycook comes up with such de- 
ductions as “When an Optimist finds himself in hot water, he decides 
that he needed a bath anyway." or" dangerous to drive with one 


hand; many a man has run into a church that way,’ we are moved to 


dub him the “Will Rovers of the Graphic Arts,"” Anyway, if you have 
read thus far, we challenge you to 


stop before the final period, 
Laycook appears at his best when he philosophizes about women. 
Let's listen in on him for round 


Or two: 

“Following the usual practice of writing mostly about what | 
know the least about, | take as my topic today, women, They'll 
make an appointment for four, show up at five—and if you are stil 
there-they've been Waiting right around the corner since three. They 
say ‘no’ when they mean ‘yes’ and ‘yes! when they mean ‘no,’ and 
about the time you've got that figured out, they say ‘no’ and mean 
it. They'll faint at the sight of a mouse, then chase a burglar out of 
the house with a hairbrush, 


“It sometimes takes years for a wife 
master her husband, At first when he 
it's self-defense now, No husband is 
was before marriage-or as had as she 

“Before marriage he talks and she 
she talks and he listens; later they bo 


to completely and thoroughly 
held her hand, it was love-but 
45 good as his wife thought he 
thinks afterwards, 

listens; during the honeymoon, 
th talk and the neighbors listen, 
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Devotes Some Copy to ie fy 
Laycook does devote some time to printing 
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“Wise or Otherwise” mill, For example: 

“A rather gruff customer breezed in and demanded some letter. 
heads with a certain type of hog illustrated. We showed all the stock 
cuts we had, but none of them were just what he wanted, We tried to 
explain the need for a photo or a drawing—or something-to make 
such a cut from, The next day the fellow hauled in the hog. We wish 
sometimes people wouldn't take us so literally! 

“One of our customers left a good fountain pen on our desk here 
at the office, So far as we know this is the first time anybody ever 
lost anything by shopping at Laycook’s—and it breaks our heart, too, 
Will the loser of this pen please come back and claim it? When a 
customer makes a purchase here we want him to feel just like he'd 
collected a dividend, 

“We found the fellow who claims the fountain pen left on our 
desk but his explanation seems a little vague: ‘I called for my print: 
ing job on the day you promised it-and it was ready! It was too 
much for my system! | forgot to sign the check and my upper plate 
is still lost,’ 

Occasionally Laycook devotes the daily portion of wisdom to one 
of the hundreds of letters that he gets through the mails asa result of 
the appearance of “Wise and Otherwise” in the Sun, this particular 
letter, however, was addressed to Mrs, Laycook (and she was permit: 
ted to answer it); 

“If there's any truth at all in that ‘Wise or Otherwise’ column, 
your husband must lead a dog's life, He's always talking about the 
doghouse or something.” To which Mrs, L. replied: “Please don't 
take that stuff too seriously—his bark is worse than his bite, In some 
Ways his life is similar to a dog's life, He comes in with mud on his 
feet, makes himself comfortable by the fire, growls every time he's 
disturbed, and waits to be fed.” 

When Master Printer Laycook has to be out of town, Mrs, Lay: 
cook sometimes takes over the writing of “Wise and Otherwise,” 
with no harm done to its quality. Judge for yourself: 

“It seems that most married men think they are henpecked, We 
shudder when we think what men would be if given free and un- 
restricted range . . It is said that in Japan women are not allowed to 
even criticise the man, But look at them now—when Uncle Sam slaps 
them down, they don’t understand it. Our men may be henpecked 
but they are well-trained for war, So remember girls, when you hen- 
peck your husband you're just being patriotic, 

“You can usually tell a married man—but you can’t tell him much, 
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Chapter 17 


SOME TYPICAL DAILY NEWSPAPER RELEASES 


Have you ever noticed that on a bright and sunny day when every- 
thing is working smoothly and you are on top of the world, some 
retarded clown can show up and ruin the whole day in five minutes. 


ttt 


After all there is only one difference between the ae = 
the unsuccessful man, They both have ideas but the successful i 
does something with his. The unsuccessful one simply wishes an 
day-dreams all day. 


Let us faithfully do our duty in our shop, kitchen eee 
we do that the humblest of us will be serving in a way that acnie 
the welfare of the world, 


ttt 


No man is ever defeated until he thinks he is. The world ae 
gives in to the fellow who won't give up. ae 
presence of indomitable courage and faith is capitulation, 


world, you must make your own 


in the 
If you want to succeed wo wats for some seventh wave 


Opportunities as you go. The man wh Wi 
to toss him on dry land, may wait a long time. 
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The best way to win an argument is just listen and then say: You 
may be right, | may be wrong, | frequently am, Then just hit your 
opponent with a big chunk of silence, 


ttt 


An office seeker was wondering if he could tell it like it is, be 
perfectly honest and still be elected. Franklin D, Roosevelt advised 
him to get elected first and then get honest. 


We might be better off if we talked less and listened more, The 
trouble with the fellow who talks too fast is he may say something 
he hasn't thought of yet, 


ttt 
People who get things done rarely let themselves get trapped by 


diversions or interruptions, They decide what comes first and stick 
with it until the job is done, Then they tackle the next one, 


In our great democracy we elect six men for a certain thing and six 
against it, then wonder why something isn’t done, In government we 
need more pruning and less grafting, 


ttt 


It seems cruel to pour a lot of poison on those poor termites just 
as they were preparing for a floor show that would take the house 
down. The occupants were already seated in the basement. 
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Be wary of the expert who wants to make you rich, especially if 


he's broke himself. Don't overlook the fact he may be 
and experts often are, may be wrong, Books 


ttt 


The fellow who works his Way through college is likely to be able 


to work his way through life, There is no failure until you fail to 
keep trying, 


Sincerity and simplicity produce the best kind of dignity. Deal 
with the faults of others as gently as with your own, The final proof 
of greatness lies in being able to endure criticism without resentment. 


ttt 
“It's unwise to pay too much-but it's worse to pay too little, 


When you pay too much, you lose a little money—that is all, When 
YOU pay too little you sometimes lose everything”, 


“If you deal with the lowest bidder, itis well te add suinathing {Qi 


the risk you run, And if you do that, yow will have WOU L0 Lay {or 
something better,”” 


ttt 


There is no kind of bondage whieh ite lays yoo us tye WY 
Yield both sweetness and strongth: arnt OUMIQ Feudals a 1 


ou Nuit XO : 
acter more fully than the spirit in whigh be dows dis ONT NN 


| at 


When we overload ourselves with all the problems we ever had, all 
we have now and all we expect to have in the future, we're sunk, 
Better break them down and take them one at a time. 


ttt 
Any man accused of crime these days needs a lawyer to advise him 


of his rights-especially if he’s guilty. “A guilty conscience needs no 
accuser,” 


The best executive is the one who has sense enough to pick good 
men to do what he wants done, and self-restraint enough to keep 
from meddling with them while they do it. 


ttt 
Nature didn’t make us perfect, but has compensated by making us 


blind to our own faults. If you don’t enjoy what you have, how 
would you be happier with more? . 


A defeated candidate says he was doing all right in the campaign 
until he made the fatal mistake one night in a speech of saying, 
“Let's look at the record,” And that's what they did. 


ttt 


The quickest way for a man to reveal his ignorance is to try to tell 
others how much he knows, Better to keep the mouth closed and be 
thought a fool than open up and remove all doubt. 
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Mv an rs 


Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, 
diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedies. Poli: 
ticians are like ships—noisiest when lost in @ fog, 


ttt 
Politicians sometime fail to stand on the platform they ran on. 


There's a great art in obtaining money from the rich and votes from 
the poor on the pretext of protecting each from the other, 


Wisdom is knowing what to do, skill is knowing how to do it, and 
virtue is doing it well, The future always holds something for the 
man who keeps his faith in it. 


ttt 


The millionaire confided to his psychiatrist that by the time he 
found money would not buy happiness he already had five million 
‘dollars, No doubt the psychiatrist has a big problem now. 


When you have a hard or unpleasant job to do-just fly into it and 
cget it over with, If you have to do it, there's no need to make it any 
tharder than it already is, 


ttt 


The groom asked his bride if she would mind if he pointed out a 
ffew of her little faults, “Not at al, it was those little faults that kept 
Mme from getting a better husband. 
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A man is hopeless when he thinks he knows it all and nobody can 
tell him anything; that he can reap a harvest of pay without sowing a 
crop of honest service, 


ttt 
It is said the late President Kennedy had on his desk in the White 


House a small plaque bearing this inscription: “Oh God, thy sea is so 
great and my boat is so small.” 


People who get things done don’t get themselves trapped by diver- 
sions and interruptions, They put first things first and stick with it 
until the job is finished, Then they tackle the next one, 


ttt 
People who live narrow lives and think inside of small circles are 


apt to magnify midget disappointments into major disasters, For 
happiness there is nothing more important than a sense of humor, 


Two fleas were completely exhausted after a hard day at the flea 
circus, They were too tired to walk home, After talking the matter 
over they decided to take a dog, 


ttt 
The trouble with being calm these days is people will think you 
don't know what is going on, The man who thinks he knows it all isa 


pain in the neck to those who do know it all, 
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The best way to keep from worrying is to keep your mind off of 
tyour thoughts, Few worries seem serious after they have been re 
quired to show their credentials, 


ttt 


Facts are worthless to men if they have to keep running to aH 
tbody else for advice on how to use them. If you look back too much, 
‘you will soon be heading that way. 


It is said when the chairman of a Republican piel ee 
ipermission to tax the memory of the group ve : 
tcrat wondered why his party hadn't thought of that. 


ttt 


The tenderfoot was having some difficulty ero 
ttween mushrooms and toadstools, sought the vite ae 
imaster, who advised, “Eat some tonight; if you waKe UP 


it’s mushrooms.”" 


to us they already have all 
as they please so long as 
body else. 


Speaking of women’s rights, t seems 
“the rights they can stand, The right to d 
-there is no conflict with the plans of every 


ttt 


ecause his wife was two hours over- 


The husband was dsurbed she's shopping, | do 


due, “She's been kidnapped, i by a caf, OF 
hope she hasn't been shopping 
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Government researchers have come up with a brand new idea to 
replace poisonous insecticides, Raise more bugs to eat the ones we 
already have, All we have to do is work out the details, 


ttt 
Common sense is seeing things as they are, and doing things as 


they should be done, When you are average, you are as close to the 
bottom as you are to the top. 


No lot is so hard but that a hearty laugh will relax tension, A sense 


of humor will help take the creaks and groans out of life's engine and 
keep it oiled, 


ttt 
“I do the best | know how-the very best | can, and | mean to 


keep doing so until the end. If the end brings me out all right, what is 
said against me won't amount to anything,—Honest Abe. 


“Know the true value of time: snatch, seize, and enjoy every 
moment of it, No idleness, no laziness, no procrastination: never put 
off till tomorrow what you can do today”, 


ttt 


This machine age has reached the point where a fellow has to work 
himself to a frazzle to buy more labor saving devices in order to have 
more leisure time in which to be bored to death, 
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The schoo! of experience is a very practical educational institu: 
‘tion, Where a lot of theories that won't work-work anyway, You get 
‘experience looking for something else and have it after everything 
‘else is gone, 


ttt 


Its easy to distinguish between good and poor workmanship. 
There is something about poor workmanship that betrays it-that 
publicly announces that it is cheap, Quality is remembered long after 
price is forgotten, 


ASS) 
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The fact that a man is on his hands and knee in the middle of i 
highway, does not prove he's drunk—unless he's trying to roll up the 
white line, 


ttt 


The retired husband who had spent the morning payin golf, a 
lunch said to his wife: “I think | will takea nap. Itsa little early 


start doing nothing.” 


In the game of life don’t be discouraged i you ci he 
home-run the first time you go to bat, Even in basebal @ 


entitled to more than one strike before he is called out. 
tit 


If you shoot a rabbit that is eating your garden inside the oh Us 
Violate the firearms law, Is there any legal ‘lene invo 
you catch him in a rabbit box and silently cut his throat 
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Nothing adds more to our leisure time than putting first things 
first and then doing them now, The big problem is how to keep other 
people from using our leisure time, 


ttt 
Worry is like a rocking horse—it keeps you going, but doesn’t get 


you anywhere, It is a sure way of paying interest on trouble before it 
is due, 


“Give the world the best you have and the best will come back to 
you, It is not so much in doing the things we like to do as it is in 
liking the things we do,” 


ttt 
The little girl in Sunday Schoo! surmised that God made man and 


when he looked at him, decided he could do better than that, And 
then he made woman, 


“No man can tell whether he is rich or poor by turning to his 
ledger, It is the heart that makes a man rich, He is rich according to 
what he is, not according to what he has.’"—Beecher, 


ttt 


When this country was discovered the women were doing all the 
work and there were no taxes to pay, Who ever got the idea they 
could improve on a system like that? 
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A wise man once said, ‘| haven't time to worry in daytime be- 
cause I'm just too busy. When night comes I'm too sleepy to worry— 
so | turn off the lights and go to sleep.” 


ttt 


ence, and experience comes 
hed middle age when you've 
d intend to begin any day 


Good judgment comes from exper 
from using poor judgment, You've reac 
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inclination to take life easy. Big successful men are 
took advantage of a chance to grow. 
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hose who have the courage to 
hemselves unselfishly to their 


The future belongs 
ships boldly into the years ahead; to t 
try for big things, to those who give t 
chosen tasks: 


le a man to continue his learning. 


ion is to enab 
The mo ce as ty a, a cig asst 


Common sense is seeing things a5 t 
should be done, 


ttt 


you accumulate debts yOU are 


Good times is the period when she 


unable to pay in bad times, It’s too bad so many people have 


bright future behind them. 
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If and when you are wrong admit it. Don’t pass the buck, This is 
supposed to give one a wholesome feeling, We wouldn't care to pur- 
sue this course, however, until we are dead sure we're wrong, 


ttt 
Trifles make perfection but perfection is no trifle, If you must 


insist on perfection, make the first demand on yourself. Then 
measure your fellow man by his excellence, not by his shortcomings, 


Life is not like a sponge to be squeezed but like a barrel to be 
filled, It is not what we get out of it, but what we put into it that 
counts, 


ttt 
Many people owe their success in life to their tremendous diffi- 


culties. The real tragedy in life is not in being limited to one talent, 
but in the failure to use the one talent, 


One reason you can't fool all the people all the time is some of 
them are too busy trying to fool you, Better settle for fooling some 
of the people part of the time. 


ttt 


A man who can overcome adversity is a man ready for prosperity, 
A determined man can do more with a rusty wrench than a loafer 
with all the tools in a machine shop, 
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d money to your friends because yOu 


isn’ idea to len 
It isn't a good id ce 


rmay lose them both, Don't borrow money unl 
wiherewith to pay it back; then you don't need it, 


ttt 


that if Noah's ark had been but by 
d would have been over while they 
d looking for a shipment of 


An English preacher contends 
roresent day contractors the floo 
woere still working on the blueprints an 
qopherwood, 


that everything is aginst OU, 


feel 
When things get rough and You have a hard bed you just have 


tremember the old adage: “When you 
tto turn over more often.” 


ttt 


water surrounded by lars 


A fishing hole is an uninhabited body of = fh big 


«find | hon 
in old clothes, We'd be satisfied i we could cate 
“there'd be no occasion to lie about it. 


esterday's 
No man sinks under the burdens of one a i 
problems and the load of tomorrow are added, 


ig jobs. 
able, If little jobs are done well, there are no big jo 


ttt 


have to tol for it, Pleasure comes 


Whatever you want in life you u Jove your work, You 


through toil, You can't be happy i ts 
don’t have to be crazy t0 love work, but It Neips. 
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Science is developing a range and refrigerator that talk, Imagine a 
man getting home late for dinner facing a wife assisted by the appli- 
ances, Maybe a way will be provided to shut off the range and 
refrigerator, 


ttt 


If you subscribe to the theory lending agencies can get you out of 
troubles credit cards got you into, you need more help than a psychi- 
atrist can give you, You don’t send a rabbit after lettuce! 


For husbands who get in the doghouse because they forgot the 
wife's birthday—try this: How do you expect me to remember your 
birthday when you never look any older?” 


ttt 
There's an old saying that the best inspiration comes from despera- 


tion while in a state of perspiration, The fellow who waits for inspira- 
tion before tackling a job, usually never gets around to it. 


If you have a tendency to scatter your time over a lot of things 
and wind up with nothing to show for it-the best way to avoid it i 
to plan ahead, 


ttt 


Maybe the early bird catching the worm, doesn’t deserve a lot of 
credit after all, He may have just been up all night and had such a 
horrible hangover he couldn't sleep, 
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Rushin’ after money, rushin’ after fame, climbin’, psi eu 
It’s a dizzy game, Steppin’ on each others heels= Let ye 
“Look out!”—Say, what's all this rushin’ fer? What's it all about: 


ttt 


” Let us loaf awhile. Watch ‘em push, run 


’ rushin + nchin! 
mee "gay, what's all this rushin’ fer? 


and grab, We'll just set and smile. 
What's it all about?” 


a is so much of it that we 


The problem when facing evil isnot ther t-and yet it still 


can't see the good, but that there is so little of | 
wins, 


ttt 
ivi ion, For- 
In whatever you undertake, give tt your undivided attention. ro" 


it until missiOn |S 
get everything else but the job at hand and keep : bai 
accomplished, The world pays big for the fellow W 


eathers plucked he just keeps on 


When a human goose gets his fat inute, but 
growing another crop. A new sucker Is born every min 


e, 
trouble is, they never have anything you can t 


ttt 


. ‘e thumb has 4 
fon oh sei peor 
n is sal 

man-under it. Present day ma 


man, But we'd a lot rather be inferior than prehistoric, 
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The only fellow we know that can make money driving away 
customers is a taxi driver, Of course he goes through life just missing 


everything but he does run into a lot of interesting people, 


ttt 


After the average woman driver struggles for twenty minutes to 
get her car parked, she immediately faces another big problem: 


Which of the three parking meters should she put her nickel in? 


Don't worry if your wife isn’t ready on time, Just keep a good 
book on hand to read while you wait, Gentlemen, the amount of 
information you will acquire is absolutely astounding, 


ttt 


The young bride was upset when the groom began to seem a little 
less attentive, “You used to get out and open the car door for me; 
later you reached over and opened it; now you say, “Well, what's 
holding you?” 


Everything comes to him who waits for taxis on rainy 
days-except taxis, You generally get your money's worth 
though-it's worth the price of the fare to have the feeling you don't 
care What happens to the fenders, 
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‘where our two sons and | operate 4 t 


Chapter 18 


R 
OUR BATTLES WITH PARKINSON AND CANCE 


‘iv doctor called 
One afternoon in 1987 Ou Mil ae printing business and 


el” He sad frankly there 
reported, “Your wife has Parkinson's disease! He yin 
was no cure and that it would progress gradually 


d.H 
stages there was nothing to do but wait for the én 


aking a couple 
cogentin tablets which would ng 
of hours but offered no hope as @ it ot the dene a 


cure because local doctors know as much ne we ke 

body, he said. The disease had been fatal in every 

“The sky fell in that day.” 
The motto of our lives ha always e if 

do at once; the impossible takes 4 little longer 


many problems together, met them ya if to concede defeat 
them, We talked it over and were determined N 

ight to the finish. r ten years 
a fk vt a slight tremor in the left han a ee et 
advanced slowly but surely until ule was U repped 002 table 
tried to sleep in a sitting position with her 5 eet 
Her weight went from 36 to 85 pou came W 


; ; 0 
could find on the Parkinson subject. The first ey 


genic fe 
an article appeared in a magazine @ ou pie “od condition Ve 
formed in a New York hospital In ei 
u 
were afraid the trip to New York would D® " eat 3 
e 
formed in Memphis, Tennesse. * wuaty 1 
ment and entered @ Memphis ; Ke " 
many tests and 4 thorough examina! ig age of 66 the risk Was great 


wanted to take the risk. 
said, Our courage reacne a 


scheduled for the following morning, when a nurse came in to shave 
off Ovie's beautiful black hair, It was too late to back down now, 
Ourmorale got a great lift however, when Ovie was rolled back to her 
room after two hours in surgery and the shaking in the left side had 
completely subsided. We felt the great risk had been fully justified, 
After surgery it was necessary to keep someone in attendance around 
the clock. Ovie was able to partially feed herself with her left hand 
but was unable to walk or signal the nurses for help. | slept on a cot 
in her room for seven weeks and attended her. She was more com- 
fortable but became a wheelchair patient. 

Our next task was to make some alteration in our home to meet 
current problems, We converted what had been a garage into a nur- 
sery with bedside plumbing, lavatory, washer and drier, Then it was 


necessary to install an elevator to get to and from our bedrooms on » 


the second floor. 

Mr, and Mrs, Chester Eubanks were employed to help with house- 
keeping, and cooking duties, Mrs, Eubanks took care of Ovie Mon- 
days to Fridays. | was the night nurse and did the household chores 
on week-ends when they were off duty. | shall always be grateful to 
them for their services for over three long years. 

In a few months the shaking and pain became so intense it was 
necessary to return January 19, 1968, to the Memphis hospital for 
the second neuro-surgery, in an effort to relieve the intense pain Ovie 
was suffering in her right side, Since the surgery had helped the left 
side so much we had hopes of more relief this trip. We spent seven 
more weeks in Memphis, This time the results were very disappoint: 
ing. The next two years were for the most part devoted to constant 
nursing, We commuted to and from the Jackson General Hospital 
three times per week for physical therapy. My courage was beginning 
to weaken, Ovie's determination was a great help to me, She was the 
bravest person | have ever known to the very end, 

We built a ramp for the wheelchair and installed a hydraulic lift on 
top of the car to swing Ovie from the wheelchair to the car seat and 
from the car to the wheelchair again, which we carried behind the 
front seat. With these added conveniences we were able to go out to 
eat, visit friends and relatives, doctors offices, or anywhere we could 
get our light weight wheelchair, 

My golf clubs were carried in the trunk of the car as standard 
equipment, On days when the weather was favorable we would drive 
to the golf course for an hour of strenuous exercise on the driving 
range, or else transfer to a golf cart and play a round, | carried Ovie 
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galong for the trip, and to keep my courage high to go out there in the 


trough and play them as they lie, . 
In our fifty years together we have been in many bunkers and 


ssandtraps, Through it all Ovie had unlimited patience, Nobody oe 

possibly know the pain and discomfort she had suffered yet rh 
never complained, Many times when | felt the futility of the strugg 
Ovie's determination and great courage sustained me in keeping on 
Keeping on, 


When facing outward on life's tee 
What ‘ere may be my fate, 

Grant | pray this boon to me 
That | may drive them straight. 


And if my best be not enough 
Then give me courage high 
To go out there in the rough 
And play them as they lie. 


And when on life's broad putting green 


The others make the cup, 
if | do not may | come clean 
And always be well up. 


So when my game of life is played 
And the clubs are laid aside, 
No matter what mistakes I've made 


May | have qualified. 
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Chapter 19 


THE BALL BOUNCES WILD 


On June 1, 1970 the ball took a bad bounce into the deep rough, 
an impossible lie, almost out of bounds. In the two years following 
Ovie's second neuro-surgery we found some new hope for further 
help from L-dopa while it was still in research. We considered volun: 
teering for research, but decided to wait for Federal Drug Adminis- 
tration approval for general practice, We had gambled with Ovie's life 
twice and won a partial victory, We were afraid to press our luck 
further, 

After many months of anxiously awaiting the approval of L-dopa, 
it finally came through in May of 1970, We prevailed on our family 


Celebrating our Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary at Jackson Medicenter (our grand- 
children in the background), 
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j ill in 
physician to make every effort to secure the drug which was st 


ly. +i 
rare before we planned to enter Ovie In ys valk: 
Monday to determine her tolerance to L-dopa, | wi pe 
tolood in my urine, but with no pain whatever. | we pt: 
ffamily physician, who ordered me to report to the c aie to the 
morning for a checkup, The same afternoon | wes 


thospital, 

For me this was life’s 
«completely helpless. | just had to look @ 
tthat | arrange some way for her care, 
idanger, although | had suffered no pain. Fin! +n the room wih 
idoctor that Ovie also be admitted to the hosp cates 
ime where | could summon the nurses when sae aah 
needed help, The doctors as well as the hospital s “i mtlaen OR 
arrangement. After | convinced our doctors | cou 


is special arrange 
home they arranged with the hospital to ba ‘3 i aii 
ment, | was unable to nurse her myself as | ha 


could get help from the hospital staff when it . . wk 

The next four days were spent in X-aVs zi Hace, The pr 
cluster of small tumors were discovered inside t : wea 
nosis indicated immediate surgery. Four more pe me at 
surgeon called a conference with me and out ee vor ba 
room, We were faced with still another crisis. 


igart aths | 
he thought with X-ray inane waite ie 
might live as long as two years, but in the en sf move te bl 
agonizing death, The only other alternative was eee 
der and install a stoma appliance which | wou 
the rest of my life, The doctor put the cards on 
it was a very major and dangerous 
the appliance was very difficult 
them hated them, he said. 


We decided to take the chanc oe tty 
table seemed preferable to a slow and agonizing ded 


" uld be able to 
Donald concurred, assuring the Doctor that Ls i 


i tem. 

‘mprovements on the appliance SYS" i for over 
ss mee 1970, | was on Y ts Ai 
seven hours, with three surgeons an veg itl vane 


in intensive care, | was tia ake Te det aid | 
and was able to shave mys 


Id not leave Ovie, 
darkest moment, | just cou et 
fter her. My doctor insted 
that my life was In great 


Finally | proposed to cu 


e, To me death on the operating 
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withstood the operation better than most men much younger with- 
stand appendectomies, Two or three days later when the pathological 
report came in showing an “all clear,” we were very thankful. The 
doctor remarked we must have had some help from above, Our pray- 
ers had been answered, 

On the twentieth of June, Ovie and | both were transferred to an 
extended care facility for physical therapy, two hours mornings and 
two hours in the afternoons, Ovie began the L-dopa medication and | 
was busy with a complicated appliance. It seems this was the first 
bladder removal that had been performed locally, and the nurses 
were unfamiliar with this particular type of appliance. So we organ- 
ized a study session, | read the instructions carefully many times, At 
first we were able to keep the plastic bag cemented to my side for a 
few hours, but in the middle of the night it had a habit of breaking 
down. | became terribly discouraged and began to wonder if | had 
made the right choice, 

After a lot of research and experimenting | gradually became more 
familiar with the appliance system, After making several modifica- 
tions | have been able to solve most of the problems connected with 
it, But it wasn’t easy, 

Our children and grandchildren had planned a reception at the 
Country Club to celebrate our fiftieth wedding anniversary, The in- 
vitations had been engraved in gold and plans completed, But July 
11, found us both patients at Medicenter. The Laycooks do not 
accept defeat without a struggle, So they arranged with the manage- 
ment to set up the party in the lounge of Medicenter, Both Ovie and 
| were in wheelchairs but the occasion was observed as planned 
except for the location, 

It was a solemn occasion, We enjoyed our relatives dropping in to 
celebrate our fifty years together, The setting was not ideal but | am 
glad we went through with it, since it was to be the last anniversary 
we would have together, 

When we returned to our home on July 27, from the hospital, | 
found | would be unable to continue to carry my part in taking care 
of Ovie, So another problem had to be solved, | ran an ad in the local 
paper for additional help and a wonderful lady came to the rescue, 
Mrs, Aurelia Cawthon, a fine nurse, a good housekeeper and a won- 
derful cook, came to our aid, She did everything she could possibly 
do to make Ovie comfortable, Ovie said many times, “I sure do like 
her,” 

When we got back home from our two months stay in the hospital 


[94] 


my weight had gone from a normal of 145 to 127, But after @ few 
days’ recuperation, | began to regain my normal weight. | drive to 
the office where | spend some time most every day. | feel good, have 
a wonderful appetite, and with my private laboratory solve the appli- 
ance problems as they arise, All | need to qualify me as a consultant 
is a degree in chemical engineering, 

My golf clubs still stand in a corner of my room to keep my 
interest in golf always before me. It worked for Ben Hogan when he 
was broken up in an automobile accident, Who knows? It just might 
work for me, 

After Ovie had been on the L-dopa medication for a few months it 
seemed to be helping her. She was able to feed herself again, and 
enjoyed watching television. We called our second floor bedroom our 
theatre, | had a “date” to roll her on the elevator and go to the show 
most every night, She was able to smile again, and sen area deal 
of her time singing, “Jesus Is All the World to me,” “God Wil Take 
Care of Me”, “There Will Be Peace In The Valley Some Day," and 
many others, 


We prayed many prayers when no answer came 
Though we waited patient and long, 

But answers came to enough of our prayers 
To make us keep praying on. 


In early March of 1971 Ovie's condition took a wn lor . oe 
She was no longer able to pull herself up with the aid of a pu wt 
be wheeled into the dining room for her meals or to the cat tor att ; 
in the country, During the last month of her life the Dect ar 
a suction machine to clear her throat to enable her to swallow @ 

ly swallow liquids, 
delet ever said to me, after | hac! just _ oe 
ful suction machine, with big tears in her eyes, she sald, “I love you 
n good to me,” | 
a Hae rs be Aurelia had bean up all i m 
to keep her throat open and make har as GOUNIOL ADI As 7 y 
could, Ovie smiled, took @ couple of exp Iwaallis aiid slipprnt away, 
We had all worked so hard tyiyy (0 sive bey lite, Wee badd Wott tenalty 


irmishes but lost the nalts battle, 
Me: O71 wwe sljyaet Umar Dac UO the Tih (annie 


the old homestead {rou whi | thi! olen Ina away Ry. intl 
before. She was tenderly layin! lo iia Lyosiche hod Fadl ied i WItod! 


| a! 


| hope to meet her again on the resurrection morning. She was the 
only sweetheart | ever had, 


“Her children rise up and call her blessed: her husband also," 


—Proverbs 31:28 


The Blair Cemetery at Clarksburg, 
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